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PRELUDE – A CHRISTMAS MEDLEY 
 
 
“True humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking of yourself less.” C.S.Lewis 

 
Whoever you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here. 

 
WELCOME 

 
HEBREW SCRIPTURE:   Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shined.  Thou hast multiplied the nation, thou hast increased its joy; 
they rejoice before thee as with joy at the harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil.  
For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, thou hast 
broken as on the day of Mid′ian.  For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and 
every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.   For to us a child is born, to us a 
son is given; and the government will be upon his shoulder, and his name will be called 
“Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  Of the increase of his 
government and of peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David, and over his kingdom, 
to establish it, and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and for 
evermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 
HYMN #131   “IT CAME UPON A MIDNIGHT CLEAR”   VS 1&2 

 
Lighting the Advent Candles 
 
We are a people of hope. Our hearts are full of anticipation for the coming of our beloved Christ 
Child.  For God is among us and we will see a great light in the midst of our night.  Let us light 
the Candle of Hope. 
      

We are a people who seek peace.  We know that God has told us to turn our weapons of war 
into instruments that benefit all humanity.  In the name of that Child who was born long ago to 
become the Prince of Peace, we now light the Candle of Peace. 

Joy to the world! Our God is now coming to bring us “good news.”  May we sing songs of praise 
and gladness.  We know that our Savior reigns.  Let us light the Candle of Joy. 
 
We are a people who seek to be brought together by the love of Christ.  Our faith teaches us 
that God gives us unconditional love and forgiveness. Acknowledging God’s free gift of grace, 
we now light the Candle of Love. 
  
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
 
 

 
           



CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Leader:  Come, all who are faithful and all who seek joy in your lives. 
 

People:  It is the season to sing praises to God for the Christ Child is near. 

Leader:  The symbols of hope, peace, love, and joy shine brightly in our hearts. 

People:  May they remain with us throughout the year. 

Leader:    We now share a promise that was fulfilled by God: 
 

People:  That our beloved Child is born and will call us to new lives of love, joy, and 
faith in action.  Amen. 

 

HYMN #135   “O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL” 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

A PSALM READING:   Psalm 96: 1-6, 11-13   Praise to God Who Comes in Judgment 

O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all gods. 
For all the gods of the peoples are idols; but the Lord made the heavens. 
Honor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
 

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
let the field exult, and everything in it! Then shall all the trees of the wood sing for joy 
before the Lord, for he comes, for he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with his truth. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
 
EPISTLE READING:   Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all men, training us to renounce irreligion 
and worldly passions, and to live sober, upright, and godly lives in this world, awaiting our 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior[a] Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for us to redeem us from all iniquity and to purify for himself a people of his own who are 
zealous for good deeds. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

 
CALL FOR OFFERING  -  VIRTUAL CALL FOR VETERANS OF THE CROSS 
 

Prayer of Dedication:  Loving God may these offerings bring hope, peace, love, and joy to 
others who seek a better life for themselves.  Use our gifts to do justice in a world of neglect 
and indifference.  May the coming of the Christ Child inspire others to give abundantly.  We 
pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
HOMILY:   Are You a Christ?                       Rev. Dr. H. Robert Case 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=titus+2%3A+11-14&version=RSV#fen-RSV-29899a


GOSPEL READING:   Luke 2:1-7 – The Birth of Jesus 
 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be enrolled.  
This was the first enrollment, when Quirin′i-us was governor of Syria.  And all went to be 
enrolled, each to his own city.  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, 
to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.  And while they 
were there, the time came for her to be delivered.  And she gave birth to her first-born son and 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn. 

 
HYMN #124   “AWAY IN A MANGER”  VS 1&3 

 
GOSPEL READING:   Luke 2:8-14 

And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  And an 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 
with fear.  And the angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 
which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord.  And this will be a sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom he is pleased!” 

HYMN #125   “ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH”   VS 1&2 

 
GOSPEL READING:   Luke 2:15-20 
 

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 
go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 
us.”  And they went with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.  
And when they saw it they made known the saying which had been told them concerning this 
child; and all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary kept all these 
things, pondering them in her heart.  And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 
HYMN #144   “HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING”   VS 1&2 

 
Lighting the Christ Candle 

Tonight, is the night for which we have all been waiting.  Our Advent wreath will now be 
completed by the lighting of our Christ candle. “For unto us a child is given, unto us a Savior is 
born, and the order of the world will be upon his shoulders.”  With the birth of Jesus, our lives 
will be forever changed.  We will be transformed by his model and message.  We light this 
candle to represent that Christ is truly the center of our lives. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

HYMN #134   “SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT”        We will sing while the light is passed. 

LORD’S PRAYER 



BENEDICTION 

 

HYMN #132   “JOY TO THE WORLD” 

 
 
We wish to thank the participants in tonight’s service: 
 
Hymn Singers: 

 Jay and Marilyn Kettler 

 Lois Gibbs 

 Peggy Tomaszewski 

 Gene and Karen Bacon 

 Bill Dempsey 

 Tom Grubaugh 

Soloists: 

 Bonnie Bartz 

 Caitlin Borke 

Musicians 

 Dr. Eric Lawson – Violin 

 Bob Sullivan – Trumpet 

 Kat Tomaszewski – Sax 

Liturgists:  

 Lynn Borke 

 Bill Dempsey 

 Boris Gerber 

Music Director:  Kat Tomaszewski 

Transitional Minister:  Rev. Dr. H. Robert Case 

 
Video: A BIG Thank You to Gordon LeTourneau and Tim LaFleche for installing our video system! 


