
First Congregational United Church of Christ of Alpena 

February 

2021 

Board of Directors: 

 Dennis Artley, treasurer 

 Bill Dempsey 

 Blair Diamond 

 Boris Gerber 

 Ann Gerow, vice-chair 

 Nancy Wedge 

 Vicky Lindsay 

 Jim Mc Neil, chair 

 Beth Petty 

 Still Speaking 
Newsletter of First Congregational United Church of Christ of Alpena 

Dates to Remember 
 
 

. 
4 

Sunday Worship-
Virtual Worship still 

available 
 

11 
Rev. Lance 

retirement reception 
after Sunday Worship 
in the Fellowship Hall 
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Board Meeting in 
Fellowship Hall 5:30pm 

Everyone is welcome 
(masks required to 
enter; seated more 
than 6-feet apart) 
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Sunday Worship 

 
 
 
 
 

A Word From Our Minister:  
Rev. Dr. H. Robert Case 

From the Pastor 

February 2021 

  
Ash Wednesday/Lent:  Like most everything else Lent will be much different this year.  
We will not be able to do our usual ecumenical soup supper/worship with our sister 
churches.  Instead, there will be a half hour presentation on Ash Wednesday at 7 pm on 
Wednesday the 17

th
 of February.  The presentation will be Live Streamed on Zoom and 

then can be reached on YouTube following the service. Please stay tuned for more infor-
mation on our Facebook and WEB pages. Instead of Wednesday worship service there 
will be a study group on Wednesdays during Lent.  See below for the information. 
  
Looking at Faith! What is it and how does it grow or Spiritual Development in the 
21

st
 Century? 

Is faith something you have or do not have?  Is faith static and unchanging? Does Chris-
tianity feel like it is dying?  Do you want to look at what faith is?  Do you have other 
questions about faith?  Starting Wednesday February 24th at 10:30 we will begin a 
Zoom and in-person study of how faith grows and gives meaning to our lives.   The 
Apostle Paul talks about faith increasing in 2 Corinthians 10:15, “…as your faith in-
creases…” and progressing in Philippians 1:25 “… “…continue with all of you for your 
progress and joy in faith,”. Paul also affirms that faith includes working in Galatians 5:6b 
“…the only thing that counts is faith working through love.” 
I will be using three books to help us.  The first is Brian McLaren’s new book Faith After 
Doubt”, James Fowlers “Stages of Faith” and Putting on the Mind of Christ: The Inner 
Work of Christian Spirituality by James Marlon.  You will not have to read any of these 
books as I am just mentioning them so you will know the sources I will be using.  If you 
wish to read one of them, I suggest Brian McLaren’s book.  Each discussion session will 
be standalone meaning you do not have to commit to them all. I am thinking this will last 
3-4 weeks depending on the discussion.  We will start with a general introduction to the 
meaning of “faith”. 
If you are interested, please make sure you give us your email and notice that you wish 
to join the Zoom meeting.  There will be room for 6-8 places for in-person.  Please let us 
know if you are planning on attending at the church so we can make proper arrange-
ments. 

Sermons: The last four sermons, the nature of love, doubt, justice and tending God’s 
garden were meant to look at the intersection of our faith and society.  The next series 
will begin with communion the first Sunday of February and will be on the topic of “What 
do we mean when we use the word God?”  “Who is God?” “How do we know God?” 
“Why are there so many different understandings of God’s nature in the Christian 
Church?” 
  
Covid: You will notice a report on Covid at the time of this newsletter.  The situation is 
very fluid and is changing all the time.  The Board is keeping a close eye on the most 
recent developments.  We want to start in-person worship as soon as possible but do 
not want to open too soon and then close again. 

Dates to Remember 
 

Feb 7 
Virtual Sunday Worship 

 
Feb 8 

Board Meeting in 
Fellowship Hall 5:30pm 
Everyone is welcome 

(masks required to enter; 
seated more than 6-feet 

apart) 
 

Feb 14 
Virtual Sunday Worship 

& Valentine’s Day 

Feb 17 
Ash Wednesday 

Feb 21 
Virtual Sunday Worship 
& First Sunday of Lent 

 
Feb 28 

Virtual Sunday Worship 

https://www.amazon.com/Putting-Mind-Christ-Christian-Spirituality/dp/157174357X/ref=sr_1_6?dchild=1&keywords=mind+of+christ&qid=1611943182&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.com/Putting-Mind-Christ-Christian-Spirituality/dp/157174357X/ref=sr_1_6?dchild=1&keywords=mind+of+christ&qid=1611943182&sr=8-6
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Virtual Worship Success 
There has been a significant increase in Virtual Worship viewing and participation. We are now aver-
aging over 130 views, with the largest being 154.  We did have trouble putting it online one week with 
technical difficulties. The Stand Alone Children’s Sermon is averaging around 30 views per 
week.  The difficulty with these figures is that we are not sure who is watching multiple times, which 
views are families, and who they are exactly.  Right now we think we can be very satisfied with the re-
sponse to our worship services.  We plan on keeping virtual presentation even when we go back to in-
person worship. 
 
 

Covid 19 
The Board of Directors and its sub-committee, Jim McNeil, Bill Dempsey, Kat Tomaszewski and Rev. 
Case, continue to monitor the changing situation.  We have tried updating the Facebook and website 
with the latest information.  The sub-committee is updated twice a week on Monday and Thurs-
day.  Please contact Rev. Case or a subcommittee member, and don’t forget to look at Face-
book.  Also if you have any ideas or comments about the reopening of the church we would like to 
hear them. 

 

Alpena County, MI 
COVID RISK LEVEL: 
At risk of outbreak 
Alpena County is at risk of an outbreak. COVID cases are either increasing 
 at a rate likely to overwhelm hospitals and/or the state’s COVID preparedness 
 is below international standards. 
 
DAILY NEW CASES 

21.6 
PER 
100K 
Very large number of new cases 
INFECTION RATE 

0.67 
Active cases are decreasing 
POSITIVE TEST RATE 

8.2% 
Indicates adequate testing 
ICU CAPACITY USED 
Unknown 

Insufficient data to assess 
VACCINATED: 11.3% 
Updated January 27, 2021  
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Zoom Fellowship Hour 
Have you heard about our new Zoom Fellowship 
Hour?  Starting on Sunday, December 20 a few of 
our church members began checking in, via Zoom, 
with friends to see how they are doing during 
this seemingly unending pandemic period.  We are 
now hosting a weekly Zoom meeting on Sundays at 
1 pm for all and anyone interested in attending.   
 
Hopefully we will be able to return to in person wor-
ship somewhat soon. When we start again, for those 
who do attend service, we may not be able to have 
Fellowship Hour, instead once again requiring orderly and quick exiting from the sanctuary, without 
the chance to check in with friends.  We know some of our members have not and will not be able to 
attend Sunday service.  And we have our snow birds down in Florida and others elsewhere around 
the country! 
  
At the Zoom meeting, anyone can see and hear others they have missed seeing after church and at 
church functions.  Attendance would completely be at the option of the individual, to attend whenever 
they like. 
  
If you are new to Zoom or would like to find out more about Zoom drop an email to either the church 
or Rev. Case and we will get back to you ASAP.  
 
If you have any interest in attending the Zoom Fellowship Hour, please email your interest to the 
church office officeuccalp@gmail.com (using the email address you wish to use to receive the Zoom 
invitation), and your email address will be put on the weekly invitation list.  On Sundays the Zoom in-
vitation will be emailed at approximately 12:30 pm, with the meeting starting at 1:00. 
 
We look forward to Zooming with you! 

 
In celebration of Black History Month, the Martin Luther King Jr. Committee 
is sponsoring an important dialogue about the connections between racial  
equity, hunger, poverty, and wealth by participating in a Racial Wealth Gap 
Learning Simulation.  
 
WHAT: Racial Wealth Gap Learning Simulation 
WHEN: Wednesday, February 3, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
WHERE: via Zoom  

 To request a Zoom link, email 

 abelovedcommunity.alpena@gmail.com 

 
The Racial Wealth Gap Learning Simulation will offer learners an opportunity 

to see how federal policies created structural inequalities that increased  

hunger and poverty in communities of color.  The program will be moderated 

by staff members from Bread for the World. 

For more info—email dsbhaase@live.com 
 

 

mailto:abelovedcommunity.alpena@gmail.com
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Phone: 989-356-1795     Fax 989-356-8825 

Web Site: http://uccalpena.org 

Email: officeuccalp@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 10:00 am — 2:00 pm Monday — Thursday 
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Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.– 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries in February 

Birthdays: 

2/3   Avery Aten 

2/8 Mary Minnick  

2/12  Richard Bloom 

2/13  Rebecca Wells  

2/16 Jay Kettler   

2/17 Bonnie Watkins   

2/18 Jim Straley 

2/20 Deidra Westenbarger 

2/21  Alison Bloom-Storey 

2/23 June Perry 

2/24 Belinda Aguirre 

2/25 Roger Snell 

2/25 Janet Artley 

2/28 Joseph Beland 

Anniversaries: 

 
2/5   Tom & Judy Cook (61 years) 

 

2/11 Jere & Diana Standen (53 years) 

 

 


