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 Happy Halloween! 

A Word From Our Minister    
Rev. Dr. H. Robert Case 

We couldn’t stop it and fall is here.  It is time to look at discussion 
groups/bible study.  I have listed three possible bible study and discussion 
topics below, and would like to know if you would like to participate in any 
or all of them.  The first session will revolve around the topic of the next 
several sermons, the second will be on the question NDEs, and third a one 
day discussion on the ethical issues in Roe v Wade.  There is a response 
form in this newsletter you can use if you desire or you can call or email the 
church office with your response. These offerings will be available in-
person as well as Zoom.  
 

1)   The Need for Transcendence or the loss of God.  The Church is needed more than 
ever! Why? Because we are bringing up a lost generation. We live in a flat world that 
has lost its sense of Transcendence and Depth.  No I don’t believe God is dead, but I 
do believe God, a sense of transcendence, is dying or has died for many people. In sev-
eral conversations with clergy and laity the issue has been raised whether people see 
themselves responsible to something greater than themselves.  Along with that question 
comes a second question. Why does it seem that lying, cheating and spreading false 
information has no consequences?  Is that true?  All these statements and questions 
lead me to God, or recapturing a sense of the transcendence or the Holy, which is 
something greater than ourselves that gives life purpose and meaning. When I hear 
many speaking of God I don’t know who or what they are saying because it does not 
resemble the God I know. This discussion group will focus on our need to find the 
presence of God and recapture a sense of Awe in daily life.  How do we speak mean-
ingfully to our children and grandchildren of God and to family and friends.  What do 
we believe about God? 
 

 2)   They are called NDEs or Near Death Experiences – Do they give us any insight as 
to what we believe as Christians or a way of talking about death and after death in the 
21st century. Dr. Richard Greyson has been studying NDEs for fifty years and has been 
a research psychologist at University of Michigan, University of Connecticut and Uni-
versity of Virginia Department of Perceptual Studies.  He has written a new book enti-
tled “AFTER.” It is well written and is intended for the non scientific. I have read it 
and it is an excellent book.  We will use it as a discussion tool. (You will not have to 
read it but if you want a copy the church will order it.). NDEs used to be thought of as 
rare anomalies but we now know millions of Americans have experienced them.  Do 
they give us any insight into death and the Christian Hope.  Are you interested? 
 

3)   Finally, a one day session on Roe v Wade and its ethical questions.  We will not be 
discussing the legality of Roe, but the ethical issues involved and how the court decid-
ed them.  This will not be a pro or con investigation but a simple understanding some-
thing few people have read but everyone has an opinion about.  Let us take a brief but 
clear look into what it ethically really says. (As many of you know I taught Ethics at 
the college for 15 years.  It should be an informative and interesting time. 

(see Discussion Group / Bible Study Interest Survey on Page 3) 
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Welcomed Reverend Gene  Bacon as intern pastor while Reverend Lance is on vacation. 

Nancy Wedge addressed two concerns, both of which are unfortunate results of Covid’s reach: 

 Little activity for Counters on a weekly basis. Discussion was held whether to count less often. 

 Few people are attending the Sunday in-person fellowship hour.  May need to reconsider offering 

an in-person fellowship hour until Sunday service attendance can increase. 
 

Reviewed financial reports, all is in good order. 

Reviewed and approved internal Comstock grant applications to be sent to the Comstock committee. 

Committees presented updates: 

 Investment — Dan Kibbe reports the 2022 Comstock Fund Disbursement Plan recommends a 

disbursement amount of $54,617 to include at least $38,232 for Missions, up to $5,462 for Higher 

Education, and up to $10,923 for Innovative/Capital projects. 

 Property — The refurbished exterior doors look great.  The adjacent door frames are now in need 

of refinishing.  Custodian Mike LaMarre was authorized to refinish the door frames. Exterior 

maintenance has continued throughout summer season.   

 Missions — Boris Gerber noted the Neighbors In Need collection will be held October 3. Promotion 

and collection of items for Feed a Family program is ongoing. 

 Comstock — It was conveyed on behalf of Ashley Wedge the Committee will meet shortly after the 

October 1 application due date to review all 2022 grant requests. 

 Personnel — Reviewed applicant Judy Suszek’s completed employment application, resume, etc. 

and held interview in July.  Recommended Judy be hired as Office Administrator.  Judy began the 

position in early August. Committee continues to meet on an as needed basis.  

 Welcoming — See report on Page 3 of this newsletter. 

Reverend Case submitted a written report  including steps to cautiously reopen the church to outside 

groups, and making plans to move the worship service and related activities back to a more normal 

pattern.  He is hoping to offer some study classes (in-person and virtual) within the next month or two. 

 Celebrating the Birthdays of October                                                                   Board Meeting Summary — September 13  

 Judy Suszek, Office Administrator                                                                 

Thanks to all who helped purchase farm animals at our Heifer International collection, dedicated 

this year to Gordon Nethercut!  As of this writing we have collected a total of $1,410 for Heifer Inter-

national to help end poverty and hunger!  Here’s the list of animals we are providing: 

1—Hive of Bees  ($30) 

3—Flocks of Chicks  ($60) 

1—School of Fish Fingerlings  ($100) 

2—Goats  ($240) 

1- Llama  ($150) 

2—Pigs  ($240) 

5—Rabbits  ($100) 

2—Sheep  ($240) 

1— Water Buffalo  ($250) 

Heifer International Collection Success                                                                             
Boris Gerber, Missions Committee Chairperson 
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The Welcoming Committee began this past year, prior to the retirement of Rev. Paul 

Lance, as a group with concerns about 1) the negative impact of the Covid-19 pan-

demic on church fellowship and communications, 2) the resultant isolation of our 

church members, and visible absence of younger and new members, 3) concerns 

about the wellbeing of our personal family members who are LGBTQ persons, and 4) 

positive experiences we have shared with Open and Affirming UCC churches in other 

communities. 
 

We met with Rev. Lance several times to learn more about biblical interpretations and 

reflect on personal feelings and relationships to LGBTQ individuals within our congre-

gation, community, and families. As individual members, we contacted many mem-

bers in our congregation with virtual Zoom or in person conversations to learn how the 

pandemic was affecting them, and understand their hopes for the future of our con-

gregation. It became clear that a vigorous discussion of what we mean when we say "whoever you are, and 

wherever you are on life's journey, you are welcome here" could bring a deeper understanding, and more 

active expression of Christ's teachings for us all. 
 

A presentation was made to our board of directors, and a formal approval was given to engage in respectful 

conversions over the coming year to clarify what our welcoming process will be, particularly for those who 

may fear rejection for any number of reasons, be it age, poverty, substance abuse, LGBTQ identity, racial or 

cultural factors. 
 

A congregational survey was conducted, to learn how people came to our church, what gives them pride in 

our congregation, and how best to engage in conversations about the future of our church as we transition 

the period prior to engagement of a new pastor. It is my personal hope that we will nurture a way for each of 

us to relate true feelings about difficult topics by careful listening, insightful prayer, and deeper commitment 

to each other as we seek a common future guided by the Christian message of unconditional love. 
 

The current members of the Welcoming Committee include; Avery (chairperson) and Marcia Aten, Edith and 

Boris Gerber, Jay and Marilyn Kettler, Beth Petty, and Terry Bell.  
 

True to our name, any and all are lavishly invited to join!  

Welcoming Committee Report 

Dr. Avery Aten, Chairperson 

Neighbors In Need                                                                                                         
Boris Gerber, Missions Committee Chairperson 

 Neighbors in Need Special Mission Offering 

 World Communion Sunday, October 3 
The Neighbors in Need “Unfailing Love” offering supports organizations and pro-

jects that are serving homeless and immigrant neighbors or communities. 

One-third of NIN funds support the Council for Indian Ministries. The Council for 

American Indian Ministry (CAIM) is the voice for American Indian people in the 

UCC. CAIM provides Christian ministry and witness to American Indians and to the 

wider church. Justice issues that affect American Indian life are communicated to the whole UCC by 

CAIM.  Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to provide 

funding grants to UCC churches and organizations leading justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and 

direct service projects in their communities. 

In addition to donating during Sunday service, you may also drop off or send your check to the church office 

(made out to First Congregational Church, with note “for NIN”) anytime during October. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  



Stewardship Drive                                                                                                            
Terry & Jackie Bell and Bill & Deb Dempsey, Co-chairs 
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Well, it's that time of year again.   The time of year when we conduct our Stewardship Drive and begin 
the budgeting process for the new year.   We can all agree that 2021 was another challenging 
year.   However, with the help of God we can look forward to a brighter 2022. 
 

Within a short period of time all of you should be receiving your pledge cards.   There are two possible 
ways of pledging.  You can pledge to the General Fund, which pays for local ministries, staff salaries, 
music, the maintenance of the church, utilities, and everything connected to the workings of a 
church.  One item that creates special concern this winter is utilities.  Natural gas prices are at a multi-
year high and not expected to come down anytime soon. 
 

Another way of pledging is to the Mission Fund, which for the most part supports our Church's Wider 
Mission, which is the UCC ministry beyond the local congregation. 
 

Our goal for 2022 for the General Fund is $105,000.   The Stewardship Committee is asking everyone 
to be as generous as possible in order for the church to meet our goal in these  
trying times. 
 

Many thanks from your Stewardship Committee, 
Bill and Debbie Dempsey 
Bill and Dottie Haase 
Terry and Jackie Bell 

 

 

Discussion Group / Bible Study 
Interest Survey 

 

Name  _________________________________________ 

Phone Number __________________________________ 

Email Address __________________________________ (for Zoom access) 

Mailing Address _________________________________ (optional) 

                           __________________________________  

 

Sessions will start mid-October and end before Thanksgiving except Roe v Wade which is a one day session. 

 

1. God and Transcendence: How do we talk about God and who, what, and where is God? 

      ______ I am interested     ( _____ In-person    _____ Zoom) 
 

2. NDEs — Near Death Experiences and Christian Faith  

      ______ I am interested    ( _____ In-Person    _____ Zoom) 
      ______ I ask the church to order the book “After” for the NDE sessions. Cost to attendee - $18 

                      (The book is not required for participation) 
 

3. Roe v Wade  

    _______I am interested    ( _____ In-Person    _____ Zoom) 
 
Comments _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
    _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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October Celebrations 

Birthdays 

Linda Clegg   10/03 

Sarah Zeller   10/03 

Linda Christiaens  10/04 

Thomas Cook   10/05 

Timothy Standen   10/05 

Thema McDonald  10/09 

Sharyl Davis   10/09 

Bonnie Bartz   10/18 

Bobbi Zubi    10/21 

Lori Zeller    10/26 

Marcia Aten   10/27 

Nathan Barden   10/28 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

 

 Cindy & Jim Straley Oct. 1  15 Years 

 Bill & Linda Clegg  Oct. 21 60 Years 

 Jay & Marilyn Kettler Oct. 23 51 Years 

 Richard & Mary Bloom Oct. 28 54 Years     

    

                                          

 


