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A Word from Our Minister:  What is “Fundamental” U.C.C.? 

Rev. Dr. Paul A. Lance  III 

 What are some of the “fundamental” ideas that denote a 
Congregational / United Church of Christ perspective?  That ques-
tion was posed to Rev. Dr. Barbara Brown Zikmund in our sanctu-
ary on Saturday, Sept. 21, as 45 members of the United Northern 
Association (Michigan Conference UCC) held their Fall Meeting in 
Alpena. 
 Our denomination goes back 400 years in America, ever 
since those first Pilgrim “Separatists” arrived in New England on 
the Mayflower in 1620.  (Yes, I realize that was one year after the 
first slave ship arrived in Jamestown, but that’s a whole different 
cultural group than we represent.  Slavery was not accepted by 
the Pilgrims.)   Congregational Christians, in fact, were among 
the early anti-slavery “abolitionists”.  Please watch the Steven 
Spielberg film “Amistad” for the Congregational side of that story. 
 Barbara Brown Zikmund gave us several characteristics of 
UCC thought and practice that may differ from other denomina-
tions (and from most “non-denominational” churches as well).   
 Incidentally, Congregational churches never considered 
themselves a “denomination” until after the First World War, when 
people wanted to know “what kind of church” we were.         
Because we are locally “autonomous” entities, we never felt the 
need to give ourselves a “name” (which is what it means to 
“denominate” something).  In effect, we are America’s original 
“non-denominational” denomination. 
 Here are six perspectives that characterize UCC churches: 
 (1)  A view that Jesus is the only “head” of the Church 
 (2)  A vision that the church is called to be “ONE” 
 (3)  An insistence that God is “still” speaking 
 (4)  A belief that Statements of Faith are “testimonies” 
 (5)  A sense of calling to see a “Just” World for All 
 (6)  A conviction that the basic unit is the “local” church 
 
 I agree with BBZ.  I’ll see you in church.    Rev. Paul Lance 
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10/1 Rev. Paul Lance    

10/1 Mike Boes   10/9   Sharyl Davis  

10/2 Sarah Becks   10/13 Ted Sherwood 

10/3 Linda Clegg   10/18 Bonnie Bartz 

10/4 Linda Christaiens  10/21 Bobbi Zubi 

10/5 Tom Cook   10/27 Marcia Aten 

10/9 Thelma Mc Donald  10/28 Nathan Barden
      

 Celebrating the Birthdays of October                                                                  

Ladies Luncheon                                                                                                        

 

The Ladies met for lunch at Hunan’s on Friday 
September 13th. Hosted by Lillian Banas.  A good 
time was had by all.  We will be meeting on Friday,   
October 11th at The 19th Hole at 
11:30 a.m. Please come join us for fun 
and  fellowship.      

 Hosted By:  

             Bev Olsen and Mary Bloom 

Anniversaries in October 

Bill & Linda Clegg          10/21     57 Years 

Richard & Mary Bloom  10/28      51 Years 

Jay & Marilyn Kettler     10/23      48 Years 

Jim & Cindy Straley      10-01      12 Years

   

        Advance Notice:   

 Fall Harvest Dinner 

Sunday, November 10, 2019,    
following the Morning Worship service.  

Turkey and dressing will be provided. Please 

see sign up sheet on the Care Letter  podium 

for other options.  

Hosted by Max & Vicky Lindsay 

 Celebrating the Birthdays of October                                                                  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiaoMOI2e3VAhUBRmMKHZraCdcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsafeharborchristian.org%2Fmore-about-shcc%2F&psig=AFQjCNH2jCT67JCp2Czni9f-OmjFb5k_dA&ust=1503588731680102
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Board of Directors Meeting Highlights from September 2019                                                                                
Gerrie La Cross, Secretary 

The meeting was opened at 5:30 pm with prayer. The minutes from August were reviewed and accepted with 

one change. 

Jill Busha came to talk to the board to share the impact this church has had on her life and on the community. 

The finances are in good order.  Dennis Artley made a motion to have the church treasurer, Denise Fusina,  

request $28,224 from the Community Foundation Endowment. Rev. Lance informed the board that now that he 

is on Medicare there will be a $9,300 savings to the church for his healthcare annually. Rev. Lance requested a 

$3,000 grant from the Besser Foundation to help cover the costs of our building being open daily to groups. 

Janet Artley asked the board to approve the donating of an additional niche in the Columbium to Rev. Case for 

his family to use. The Board agreed, with gratitude to our Pastor Emeritus for his continued involvement here. 

We acknowledged with sadness the passing of Kathy Dempsey.   The Board appointed Bill 

Dempsey to fill Kathy’s place on the Board of Directors until January of 2020.   Bill Dempsey 

has stepped down from the Stewardship Committee. Jim McNeil will be recognized as the 

chair of Stewardship for one year. The campaign this year will be November 3 to Nov. 17.    

Boris Gerber will be recognized as the new chair of the Mission Committee, which came open 

due to Kathy’s death. Max Lindsay will be recognized as the new chair of the Personnel    

Committee starting in October. Thank you to all  these folks for their leadership service. 

Edith Gerber reported that Young Appliance will come to look at the carpet in the Fellowship Hall. Edith will 

contact Boilore Carpet Cleaning to have them come and clean the carpet. Otis Elevator sent over a cost sheet 

proposal to replace the lift for the elevator.  However, there is not an urgent need as the elevator is working 

well. Weinkauf Plumbing & Heating has not yet replaced a valve in the heating system; we will not have the 

heat turned on until that is completed. Edith will follow up with them. Edith will also contact TRC roofing and 

Leavesley Construction for the work that needs to be done on the elevator roofing. 

The Worship Committee will be meeting later this month. The Lindsay’s will host the Harvest Dinner Potluck on 

Sunday, November 10.  Kat has changed the night of choir rehearsal to Thursdays from 5:15 p.m.—6:15. p.m. 

There were five applications for the Church Secretary position. The committee selected Brionna Fastnaught 

(please call her “Bri”). She will begin on Monday, September 16. Gerrie will train Bri through September 25. 

Three Comstock Fund grants for mission were requested by Kathy Dempsey on behalf of the Mission Commit-

tee. The requests will be forwarded to the Comstock Committee with Beth Petty as the new contact person. 

The board is not requesting the 10% grant from the Comstock Fund committee this year for general operating 

funds. Nor are we requesting any program grants this year.  The Investment Committee will notify Ashley 

Wedge, Chair of the Comstock Committee, of available funds for this year’s grant cycle. The formula for the 

Boston Advisors group will be 5% of a “rolling five year average” as of June 30 and the Comstock Endowment 

draw will be the 5% that the Community Foundation states is available to us at the end of their fiscal year. 

Rev. Lance reported on up-coming activities for the month. There will be no lunch here prior to the theatre out-

ing on Sunday, October 6. Tickets are $16 each. Seat selection reservation form is on the Care Letter podium. 

Gerrie recommended that we offer to send two staff (Bri & Kat) to a workshop in Traverse City titled “The Ex-

traordinary Administrative Professional which she attended twice and found very helpful.   Reminders were 

sent out to former grant recipients to get their applications in for the Comstock grants prior to October 1. 

The Board thanked Gerrie LaCross for her six years of service as our Church Secretary. 

The meeting went into “closed session” before adjourning.   



Altar Flowers 

Apple Fest with Dr. Tom Cook 

It’s that time again to enjoy our  Apple Fest. Please 

join us after  worship out on the front lawn  of    the 

church where   Dr. Tom Cook   will have bushels of 

his apples and his cider press set up for  a   wonderful 

treat of fresh apple cider.   

The date for this traditional 

event is Sunday, October 13, 

2019.  There will be fresh do-

nuts as well for all to  enjoy.    

Tell your friends to join you 

that morning.  See you there!!! 

There are a number of openings to provide 

Altar Flowers over the next few months.   Stop 

by the bulletin board  outside the office and 

sign up to  provide Sunday flowers in honor or 

memory of  family, friends, or special events 

of your life.   

After signing up, it 

takes just a quick 

phone call to the  

florist of your  

choice  to place  

your order. 

Please Welcome Our New Church Secretary  -  Bri Fastnaught 
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Stop by in the church office to say hi to Bri Fastnaught, 
our new church secretary.  Bri (pronounced like the 
cheese “brie”) is a graduate of Alpena High School, and 
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Women’s, Gender, 
and Sexuality Studies from American University in 
Washington, DC, with a research focus on violence 
against disabled women.  While in DC, Bri worked as a 
Lead Educator at the Smithsonian National Air and 
Space Museum.  Earlier this year she moved back to 
Alpena from Florida with her husband.  You may also 
see her occasionally at Meijer, where she works full 
time as a cashier. 

A huge Thank You to “the chef” John Murphy. 
John prepared antipasto salads, Taco salads, seven-layer dips, vegan options, and 

a wide array of homemade desserts for the UNA meeting on Sept. 21.  Fabulous! 
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Here are a few photos from 

the Scouts’ "Court of Hon-

or"  which was held on 

Monday, Sept. 16, in which 

State Representative Sue 

Allor spoke with the Cub 

Scouts, helped present 

awards to the Boy Scouts, 

and brought recognition for 

the accomplishments of 

one of our Eagle Scouts.  

We had a fairly full house 

in Fellowship Hall.  You'll 

also notice some of the 

Scouts are girls!  Yes, 

Scouting USA has become 

co-ed.  

 

The sad news is that the Chair of our Scout Committee, Jim Milligan, who had been a former 

Scoutmaster here at First Church in past years, passed away from a heart attack on Sunday, Sept. 

15 — the day just before the event.  His empty chair, with a photo of Jim, together with his jacket, 

hat, and walking stick, were present at Monday night’s Court of Honor -- an event that he had 

helped to plan.  Jim is sorely missed by our Troop 78 and the other Scouting leaders in Alpena.  

 

Rev. Lance will be “on retreat” Oct. 22—24 in Petoskey with LARC 
(Lutheran, Anglican/Episcopal, and Roman Catholic clergy)       Here’s the theme:   

We live in the paradox of a culture that is more “connected” than ever before and yet more dis-connected. 

The planners of the LARC Retreat discern the Spirit is disrupting our ways of working to challenge and invite 

us to claim new opportunities.  We seek a better understanding of the “Nones”, “Dones” and “Spiritual 

But Not Religious”, who are nonetheless hungry for authentic spirituality and for social community 

grounded in shared values. It will be a time of reflection, prayer, informed dialogue, and honest sharing. 
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“Neighbors in Need” Special Mission Offering – Sunday, October 6 

 

Neighbors in Need is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that supports         
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds support the 
Council for American Indian Ministries. Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC's Justice and 
Witness Ministries to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service      
projects through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and organizations 
doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct 
service to community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. This year, special    
consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and communities 

Hunger in Alpena                               
Vernie Nethercut 

Introduction to Jordan Peterson       
Leigh Copeland 

Leigh Copeland will use video lectures to intro-

duce us to the ideas of Jordan Peterson and fa-

cilitate discussions about his ideas. This will be a 

natural follow-up to Rev. Ginny Titus’ classes on 

Mythology which will be held on Oct. 3, 10, & 17. 

They will be Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. on October 

31, Nov. 7, and Nov.16 in Fellowship Hall. 

Saturday, October 12 from 12:00-4:30 Chili Cook-

Off and Hunters Round-Up at St. Rose’s Church. 

There will be a raffle for hunting equipment and 

for a chainsaw. The drawing will be at 4:15.    

See bulletin board for flyer. 

      Please consider attending an upcoming program 

about ways hungry people are helped in our       

community.  

       On Wednesday, October 16, a panel of people  

representing those organizations and groups in the 

community who provide food for the hungry will    

discuss services and needs. The program will be 

from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm on Wed., Oct. 16, at the 

Alpena County Library.  It is sponsored by NEMCSA 

(Northeast Michigan Council of Governments). 

 Our church already provides monthly "Feed-

a-Family" bags of groceries to the Salvation Army. 

Hopefully First Congregational UCC members will 

be there to learn what others are doing and what 

additional needs there are. This information  can 

help inform us as to how our church  can help feed 

hungry people.  

Chili Cook-Off                                        
St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church 



45th Annual “SERRV” Bazaar, Food Tasting, and Quilt Raffle 
  

SATURDAY, October 26th, 9am-4pm 
  Jewelry, textiles, baskets, and more! 

Musical instruments!   Toys and books!    Fair Trade coffee!   
Tea, food items, and, the ever popular, Divine Chocolate! 

 

The SERRV Bazaar has been held at First Congregational UCC of Alpena every year since 
1974!  Please continue to support the tradition of helping to improve the lives of artisans and 
their families by shopping for high-quality crafts from around the world and from underprivileged 
areas in the U.S. … as well as volunteering behind the scenes with set-up, sales, or clean-up.  
 

This year, there is also the opportunity for an experience of tasting foods from around the world. For 
the cost of $10.00, you will be able to sample 20 “taste tests” of unique foods, prepared for your 
pleasure. (But not 20 of one kind that you might like). 
 

 Be Bold! Be Brave! 
 

Spread the word, invite your friends and neighbors to attend, or volunteer to help out.   
Watch for volunteer sign-up sheets on the care letter podium and for bulletin announcements in 
October.  
    
 
 
 
The SERRV website describes their philosophy so well…..  

 

This is what we believe here at SERRV. We believe 
artisans and farmers around the world should have the 
opportunity to break the cycle of poverty and support their 
families through fair payments and respectful relationships. 
Every basket, every tablecloth, every necklace we offer 
has a story behind it – of an empowered artisan or farmer 
who works in a safe environment, can send his or her 
children to school, and can save for the future with the 
reliable income he or she earns through fair trade.  Please 
visit serrv.org for more information. 
 

SERRV Bazaar                                                                                                             
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Feed A Family                                                                                                            
Bill Haase    

We received the following list of needed items from  

the Salvation  Army Food Pantry : 

Juice (any kind), Fruit (any kind) , including applesauce, Boxed potatoes, Au Gratin/3Cheese or 

mashed, 4 packs of jello or pudding for the kids, Cookies, pretzels—snack food for families with chil-

dren. Please bring your donations to the church by  the end of  the month.  

THANKS  FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT 
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Phone: 989-356-1795     Fax 989-356-8825 

Web Site: http://uccalpena.org 

Email: officeuccalp@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am — 1:00 pm Monday — Thursday 

First Congregational  United Church of Christ  
201 South Second Avenue 
Alpena, MI   49707 

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m. 
 

 

Minister: Rev. Dr. Paul A. Lance III 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. H. Robert Case 

Organist/Choir Director: Kat Tomaszewski 

Kids Club Director: Jeffrey Mindock 

Treasurer: Denise Fusina 

Secretary:  Bri Fastnaught 

Custodian: Mike LaMarre 

 
 

 

      45th Annual “SERRV” Bazaar ……. Saturday October 26   
from 9 am to 4 pm. Come see the items from around the world! 


