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Dates to Remember 
 

5 
TGIT @ McNeil home 

 
8 

Ladies Luncheon 
 

11  
Board of Directors 

 
13 

“No Frills” Book Club 
 

14  
Happy Valentine’s Day 

 
19 

TGIT @ McNeil home 
 

25 
Friendship Room  
@ St. Bernard’s 

 
 
 

Every Monday 
10 AM   Bible Study 
Noon Mid-day Movie 

 
Every Wednesday 

Serenity Bible Study, 
Wacky Wednesday, 
and Choir practice 

 
Every Thursday 
Theology Class 

A Word (or two) From Our Minister: “Insightful Interaction” 
Rev. Dr. Paul A. Lance III 

During my Sabbatical, I read Brian 
McLaren’s 2014 book “We Make the Road 
by Walking” — 52 short chapters intended to 
be read one-a-week like a devotional.  I read 
the whole book straight through in a couple 
days (not how the book was intended). 

McLaren says he wrote the book “to 
help individuals and groups seize the mo-
ment and walk wisely and joyfully into the 
future together.”  It is intended to serve as 
“constructive” theology — offering a positive, 
practical, open-ended, faithful, and fresh ar-
ticulation of Christian faith suitable for people 
in our rapidly-changing “dynamic” times. 

The title suggests that faith was never 
intended to be a “destination” or a “status”, instead, it was to be a “Way” — a 
road, a path out of old habits and destructive patterns into new and creative 
ones.  He writes: “If a spiritual community only points back to where it has 
been, or if it only digs in its heels where it is now, it is a dead end (or a park-
ing lot), not a Way.  To be a living tradition (a living way), it must forever 
open itself forward and remain unfinished — even as it forever cherishes 
and learns from the growing treasury of its past.” 

I was so impressed by the contents of this book, that I gave it to sev-
eral other clergy and church members, with the hope that we could have 
some “dialog” about the chapters in a public “Forum”. I am happy to an-
nounce that it’s going to happen, starting on Sunday, Feb. 3, at 1:15 p.m.! 

Brian McLaren has given us permission to use content from his chap-
ters in worship services, as we choose, within the normal church rhythm of 
“seasons”.   During Epiphany, I quoted him on Jan. 13 “When Jesus Came 
of Age” (Chapter 19) and Jan. 20 “Jesus’ First Sermon”  (Chapter 20).   

Our February “feedback forum” (every Sunday at 1:15 pm in the up-
stairs Conference Room) is intended to give us opportunity to reflect on my 
Sunday morning sermon, which will also include some of Brian McLaren’s 
perspective from subsequent chapters.  Please see the list of topics on 
the outside page of this Newsletter.  (Perhaps you would like to get the 
book for yourself and “read ahead”.) 

These dialog discussions will be captured on camera and up-loaded 
to our church website.  I hope the “interactions” will be insightful, and that 
you consider attending on a regular basis.       — Rev. Lance 
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Thank you to the following people who helped put up and take down 

the  Christmas decorations:  Max & Vicky Lindsay, Jeff & Ann Gerow,                                                    

Tom & Justin  Grubaugh,  Bill & Dottie Haase,  John Murphy...  and 

thanks also to Mike LaMarre for bringing up all the boxes from the   

lower level.    Many hands  helping make the work lighter for everyone. 

Thank You to some hard-working  volunteers 

 

In past years, our church family has often combined a 
"Stone Soup" lunch with our OGHS special  offering.    
We would like to  revive the tradition and share a 
“Stone Soup" meal after service on Sunday, March 31.       
If we can find a few helpers, we will provide the soup   
bases, and invite you all to bring what you have on hand 
to throw in the pots (… or a little bread to go with the 
soup…).  More information will be in the March newslet-
ter.  If you would like to help, let us know! 
       — Edith Gerber, on behalf of the Mission Committee 

Save the Date (Sunday, March 31)  O.G.H.S. 

We start with singing and dancing 

with Rev. Lance, then a music video 

and three “life lessons” taught by 

Jeffrey Mindock.  There are simple, 

silly crafts… with Beth Petty’s help.  

Ages 6-12.  No charge.  Tell your 

neighbor kids and grandchildren! 

Wacky Wednesday Kids’ Fun Club (4:30-5:30 weekly) with Jeffrey Mindock 

Incidentally, our week for hosting the Lenten “Soup Supper” and ecumenical worship service will be on 

Wednesday, March 27.  We will need 14 crock-pots of soup that night at 6 pm!  (That’s before March 31.) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwip-vvOuf3YAhUJ24MKHR5kCHkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbrimfieldpubliclibrary.com%2Fstone-soup-story-hour%2F&psig=AOvVaw0e17h_WF_T7o-xoxsxg8JS&ust=1517324808856474
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Board of Directors January 2018 Meeting Highlights                                                                                   
Gerrie La Cross, Secretary 

Board received thank you cards from our staff members for their Christmas gifts, as well as from 
NEMROC, the Friendship Room, and the Michigan Conference UCC staff. 
 

Janet Artley received written permission from the Comstock Committee to move the remaining funds 
from the Memorial Garden Walkway Fund to the Capital Reserve Fund. 
 

The term-limit for the Historian will need to be  waived for another year for Patrick Labadie to remain in 
this position.  Jere Standen has agreed to help Patrick with the projects this year. 
 

Financial Audit found no deficiencies; all is good order. 
 

2019 budget was presented to the Board for approval at the Annual Meeting.  Rev. Lance thanked the 
board for his proposed 8% raise this year.  Jim McNeil, on behalf of the Board of Directors, thanked 
Dennis Artley for all his work putting the budget proposal  together.  It will be voted on Sun., Jan. 27. 
 

A motion was made to give Denise Fusina authority to request Endowment money from the 
Community Foundation of NE-MI as needed  (up to $53,224) with two additional signatures required. 
 

We split our investment at the Community Foundation (CFNEMI)  into two investments, with half of the 
money in “socially responsible” investments.  It has given the Foundation the ability to market that 
fund option to other investors. The other half is invested in their usual portfolio, which is also excellent. 
 

The Mission Committee is on track for 2019. 
 

Property Committee reports the roof over the elevator will need to be replaced in the spring.  The 
warranty has expired for the current roof, and it is leaking. 
 

Worship Committee talked about the successful Christmas Eve Reception.  (Thank you to the 
Murphys and Ginny Titus!)   Is there a need to “shepherd” our newer members, so they will  have 
better knowledge of the opportunities they have within the congregation?  We have neither an 
“Outreach” Committee nor a “Fellowship” Committee at present.  Some functions may slip thru cracks. 
 

Starting Sunday, February 3, blog-taping of “sermon feedback” conversations will begin at 1:15 p.m. in 
the upstairs Conference room.  All are welcome to attend.  Rev. Lance will have two dialog partners. 
 

Gerrie is working on updating an “in-house” Photo Directory of all members and frequent visitors.  A 
camera will be available for someone to take photos after Sunday Services.  At least 50 of our 
members do not have a current photo on file.  This booklet will have their names, addresses, & phone 
numbers.  If they give us permission, we will include “cell” phones and “email” addresses, too. 

May your year be filled with friends and family to share 

your love this year.  God has blessed us with an awesome 

community in which to live and grow.  May you find peace, 

joy and laughter in your celebrations of life.  

Pray with and support one another as we live our daily 

lives, that God has given us to share.  
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Meet Our Newest Members 

Welcome to Jeffrey Mindock. Jeffrey graduated from DeSales 
University in PA with a BA in Musical Theatre.    He is currently 
the  Producing Artistic Director of Thunder Bay Theatre. He is 
also our  Sunday school teacher and works with Beth Petty and 
Rev. Lance on our Wacky Wednesday Kids Fun Club  program. 
He and his wife, Paige, moved to Alpena in March of 2014. He 
is involved in our community in many ways, working at Thunder 
Bay National Marine Sanctuary, Alpena Public Schools, All 
Saints Catholic School, and applying for grants from Michigan 
Arts and Culture Northeast. You can say hello to him outside 
the Sunday School room on Sunday mornings. 

 

Welcome to Jan Canode.  Jan is a native of Alpena and her great grandparents were founding 
members of our church. She was baptized at our church 27 years ago. She is retired from the City 
of Alpena where she was the assistant to the City Manager. Her duties included benefit administra-
tion, all HR duties, & secretary to the City Manager. She has a son in Phoenix, AZ, and a daughter  
in Grand Rapids. She likes to do computer work in her spare time. Welcome back to the UCC, Jan.  

 

Keith and Ginny Titus have a long association with our church, 
and we welcome them into our family. Keith taught at Alpena 
Community College and was the founding Producer/Director of 
Thunder Bay Theatre.   Ginny began her career as a dancer — 
both dancing and teaching dance and theater. In 1997, both of 
them were ordained here in our church. Rev. Ginny and Rev. 
Keith both served the Lakota people on Pine Ridge Reservation 
through the organization they founded called RE-MEMBER. They 
served there for several years before returning to the area. While 
Ginny and Keith were there, our congregation sent several volun-
teer groups to the Pine Ridge Reservation to help out.  After    
returning to this area, Ginny served the Atlanta Congregational 
UCC as minister and Keith joined her there after a stint as Interim 
Minister at the Lewiston UCC. They served as co-pastors at the Atlanta church until retiring in 2018. 
Our church is blessed to have them... as well as so many ministers as part of our worshiping body. 

 

John & Joyce Murphy were high school sweethearts born and raised in Davison, and both       
graduated from MSU. John completed Peace Corps training and was drafted during Vietnam; Joyce 
taught special education (hearing impaired).  After living on the East coast for a  few years, they 
settled on Bainbridge Island, Washington, where they raised their 2 daughters and pursued their 
careers. John received his dual master degrees in 1970 from Antioch-Seattle and was a mid-level 
manager for personnel & training for an employee drug and alcohol prevention/treatment program 
in a four-state area for the Federal Department of Health and Human Services.  Joyce opened a 
custom   tailor shop on the island after returning to school for an apparel design degree. Twenty-
three years later, they returned to Michigan to be closer to Joyce’ mother (and to her sister, Lynne 
Stewart) in a place where Joyce’s family often spent the summers.  John retired in 2000 and has 
volunteered in many human services and aging population programs. He is on the Board of Habitat 
for Humanity, for example.  Joyce shifted her focus to helping others in the sewing business. 



 

 

 

 Altar Flowers                                            
Nancy Wedge, Chair of Altar Guild                                                                  

Ladies Luncheon                                                                                                         

     

  The  Ladies Luncheon will be 
held on Friday,  February 8th at   
The 19th Hole Restaurant  
hosted by Lois Gibbs.  

      We gather at 11:30 a.m. at 
the restaurant.  Come join the 
group for fellowship and fun.     
All are welcome. 

        

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED!!!   
 
If you would like to purchase a bouquet, or two, of flowers for the  
altar, there is a calendar  posted on the bulletin board  outside 
the secretary’s office.  Just sign your name on the Sunday of 
your choice.  These can be in memory of a loved one, in honor 
of someone, or to celebrate something special or  “just because.”  
 

There is a set of vases in the Sacristy if you wish to use them.  
You simply take the liners  (in a green wooden holder)   to the 
florist of your choice and place your order.  Lasting Expressions 
and Flowerland  both  deliver to the church, or you may pick 
them up on Saturday and bring them to the church yourself.   
 
An estimated cost for two vases is $25.00 total, or you can take 
a personal vase and have it filled.  It is nice to have fresh flowers 
on the altar.   Please, sign up today.  Thank you.   
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February 4th —          Bill & Wendy Lewis 

February 5th —          Tom  & Judy Cook    

      2/16   Jay Kettler 

      2/17   Bonnie Watkins 

      2/18   Jim Straley   

      2/21   Norman Cavender  

 2/3 Avery Aten   2/21  Alison “Suzie” Bloom –Storey 

 2/3 Greg Granum  2/23  June Perry 

 2/8 Mary Minnick   2/24  Belinda Aguirre 

 2/12  Dick Bloom   2/25   Roger Snell   

 2/13   Becky Wells    2/26  Janet Artley 

      2/28   Joe Beland    

           

  

     

  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjXsfSM1M7RAhXMylQKHejJCpQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tbcnow.org%2Fblog%2Fpost%2Fsummit-renewal-ladies-luncheon&bvm=bv.144224172,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNF2267xV_9ZcNMCBle
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                 Newsletter of First Congregational United Church of Christ of Alpena 

Phone: 989-356-1795     Fax 989-356-8825 

Web Site: http://uccalpena.org 

Email: officeuccalp@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am — 1:00 pm Monday — Thursday 

First Congregational  United Church of Christ  
201 South Second Avenue 
Alpena, MI   49707 

Sunday Worship: 10:00 am 
 

Minister:  Rev. Dr. Paul A. Lance III 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. H. Robert Case 

Choir Director/Organist: Kat Tomaszewski 

Treasurer: Denise Fusina 

Christian Education: Jeffrey Mindock 

Secretary: Gerrie La Cross 

Custodian: Mike LaMarre 

 

Come join us each Sunday at 1:15 p.m. 

for a 30 minute discussion and dialog   

on the  following topics: 

 

February 3:  Jesus, the Teacher 

February 10: Jesus and the Multitudes 

February 17:  Jesus and Hell 

February 24:  Jesus, Violence, & Power 

March 3:         Making It Real 

March 10:       A New Identity 

March 17:     A New Path To Aliveness 

March 24:      Your Secret Life 

March 31:   Why We Worry, Why We Judge     

April 7:      The Choice is Yours 

April 14:            Palm Sunday “Peace March” 

                   

Come join Rev. Lance on Mondays at 

noon for “movies that make you think”. 

Bring popcorn (or a sack lunch) to enjoy 

upstairs in Fellowship Hall as we watch. 

 

In February, because of “President’s 

Day” national holiday, we will watch 

films about former Presidents: 

 

Feb. 4:  “Warm Springs” (2005, 2 hrs.)

     Kenneth Branagh plays F.D.R. 

Feb. 11:  “Frost/Nixon” (2009) ...after 

       Nixon resigns the Presidency 

Feb. 18:  “Jimmy Carter: Man From 

 Plains” (2007, 2 hrs) documentary 

Feb. 25:   “W”  (2008, 2 hrs + 10 min)   

      James Brolin plays George W. Bush 


