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Dates to Remember 
 

3 
NEMCSA 

“Show Me the Money” 
Workshop 

 

9 
Ladies Luncheon 

@ Ramada of Alpena 
 

14  
Happy Valentine’s Day 

Ash Wednesday 
Lenten Soup Supper & 

Service @ Grace  
Lutheran 

 

19 
Friendship Room  
@ St. Bernard’s 

 

21 
6:00  Lenten Soup 

Supper @ First 
Congregational UCC 

 

7:00  Worship Service 
Fr. Joe Muszkiewicz 

will read “Shua”          
(a story of Jesus) 

 

22 
“No Frills” Book Club 

 

28 
Lenten Soup Supper 

and Service               
@ St. Bernard 

Friendship Room 

A Word From Our Minister: “Add Something During Lent” 
Rev. Dr. Paul A. Lance III 

The season of “Lent” moves around on the Church’s calendar from year to 
year, based on the waxing and waning of the moon.  This year it starts on Valen-
tine’s Day (Feb. 14) and ends on April Fool’s Day (April 1).  With holidays like that 
serving as bookends to the 40-days of Lent, one would think it might be a happy, 
even frivolous period, like Carnival or Mardi Gras. 

However, the Church names those two holidays quite differently.  This year, 
Feb. 14 is “Ash Wednesday” and April 1 is “Easter”. (No foolin’!)  The 40-days of 
Lent begin with remembering Jesus’ trials and temptations, and leads relentlessly 
toward his Last Supper, betrayal, arrest, and crucifixion.  The happy hearts and 
candy of St. Valentine’s Day is subsumed under the ashes of sorrow and solidarity 
with Jesus’ suffering. 

In some nations (and denominations), Christians are told to “give something 
up” for Lent.  People deny themselves some pleasure, such as eating chocolate, as 
a symbol of Jesus telling people to “take up their cross” if they are to follow him.   

In France, for example, eating eggs was forbidden during Lent.  That re-
striction led to many baby chicks being born during the seven weeks of Lent, and to 
people making “hard boiled eggs” to preserve them until Easter morning, when they 
could once again be eaten in public.  We still see remnants of that tradition in the 
prolific images of baby chicks and colorful eggs that the secular market associates 
with Easter.  The religious fasting from chocolate for the 40-days of Lent gave rise 
to the plethora of chocolate bunnies and chocolate eggs that people now associate 
with Easter morning. 

Our Congregational ancestors eschewed such liturgical inventions in their 
efforts to “purify” the faith from its cultural associations.  In other words, if some-
thing should be refrained from during Lent, it probably wasn’t good for you the rest 
of the year, either.  Instead of “denying yourself” some pleasure during Lent, I say 
we should “add something” meaningful.  After all, seven weeks is not so long a time 
that you must be forever committed to the extra discipline, but it is long enough to 
establish a new habit, if you like it. 

Here in Alpena, seven local churches of different denominations team up to 
provide a community-wide “Ecumenical Lenten Service” each Wednesday during 
Lent, with a hearty home-made soup supper at each site followed by various 
preachers leading worship.  (See the list of locations, themes, and preachers on the 
outside page of this Newsletter.)  Please add that weekly event to your personal 
calendar.  You will be glad you did! 

Another option would be to attend our Sunday 5:00 pm “Underground 
Church” service in the lower level all-purpose room.  We sing a lot of songs in that 
one hour, seated on comfortable couches and chairs, enjoying visuals on a big-
screen TV, and discussing some of Jesus’ more “subversive” and challenging say-
ings and stories.  There is no sermon, no hymnals to hold, no offering taken up, and 
coffee or hot chocolate or tea is available.  Give it a try, and you might become 
hooked.  Have a blessed Lenten season, and I’ll see you in church!                                    
        — Rev. Paul Lance 
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NEMCSA: Show me the Money Event (Saturday Feb 3. 2018) 

A Workshop will include: 

Basics of budgeting,  plans for “paying off” debts, preventing foreclosures, consumer protection, 

connections to community resources, and help with property taxes.  

This event will begin @ 10:00 a.m. and end at 2:00 pm. In Fellowship Hall 

Food and games will be provided, at no cost. All are welcome. Please invite any 
young people you know to the event, to help them plan for their future. 

For more information, contact Allyson Brooks at (1- 517- 485-3588)  

In past years, our church family has often 
combined a "Stone Soup" lunch with our 
OGHS special  offering.  We would like to  
revive the tradition and share a ”Stone Soup" 
meal after service on Sunday, March 11.       
If we can find a few helpers, we will provide 
the soup bases, and invite you all to bring 
what you have on hand to throw in the pots 
(or a little bread to go with the soup….)  More 

information will be in the March newsletter.  If you would like to help, let us know! 
           — Edith Gerber and Marcia Aten, on behalf of the Mission Committee 

Save the Date (Sunday, March 11) 

We start with singing and dancing 

with Rev. Lance, then a music video 

and three “life lessons” taught by 

Jeffrey Mindock.  There are simple, 

silly crafts… with Beth Petty’s help.  

Ages 6-12.  No charge.  Tell your 

neighbor kids and grandchildren! 

Wacky Wednesday Kids’ Fun Club (4:30-5:30 weekly) with Jeffrey Mindock 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwip-vvOuf3YAhUJ24MKHR5kCHkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbrimfieldpubliclibrary.com%2Fstone-soup-story-hour%2F&psig=AOvVaw0e17h_WF_T7o-xoxsxg8JS&ust=1517324808856474


Page 3 

Board of Directors January 2018 Meeting Highlights                                                                                   
Gerrie La Cross, Secretary 

Minutes were approved from the December meeting.  The Board of Directors received thank you 
cards from staff members for their Christmas gifts.  Also shared were the many cards and letters that 
the church received for the Christmas Holiday. 
 

Finances are in good shape for the beginning of a new year.  2018 Budget was reviewed and will be 
presented to the congregation at the annual meeting. 
 

We now have the “The Third Stage” ready for use.  Lights and curtains have been installed. There 
was additional money left from the Comstock Grant for this project, and the Committee has agreed to 
let the money to  be used for programming and promotion of the stage productions in 2018. 
 

Dan Kibbe will facilitate the Town Hall Meeting on January 14th for the discussion regarding the        
re-investment of money from the Comstock Fund. 
 

The board voted to remove 16 inactive members from the roster. We start the year with 154 members. 
 

Ashley Wedge was approved to be a third signatory on the Special Funds Account to replace          
Pat Kreft. 
 

Property Committee is still working with Weinkauf Plumbing to get the heating corrected.  There are 
still a couple of “hot spots”, and some corrections will have to wait until spring to fix.  One of the 
breakers on the heat tapes need repair. Omega Electric has been contacted. 
 

The choir will be off for two weeks in January. 
 

There will be no  board meeting in February since there are several members not able to attend and 
there would not be a quorum. 

Thank you to the following 

people who helped put up 

and take down the      

Christmas decorations: 

Max & Vicky Lindsay,      

Jeff & Ann Gerow,         

Curtis & Shari Davis,         

Tom & Justin  Grubaugh, 

Penny Anderson,             

Bill & Dottie Haase,       

Patty Lance,  and thanks also to Mike LaMarre for 

bringing up all the boxes from the lower level.  Many 

hands helping make the work lighter for everyone. 

Thank You to some hard-working      

     volunteers 
 To host the Wednesday evening soup 

supper on Feb. 21, we need a dozen or more 

crocks of soup at the church before 5:30 p.m.  

 We also need help removing doors and      

setting up tables for about 100 people, and we 

need people to volunteer to help clean up and 

wash dishes afterwards.  

 There is a sign-up sheet in the hallway 

or you can contact Max Lindsay to help. 

Thank you.  

 In addition, we will again hold an Easter 

Sunrise Service at the small Boat Harbor on 

Sunday, April 1 at 7:00 a.m. and Jim & Patty 

McNeil have offered to host the continental 

breakfast in the Alpena Yacht Club. A big 

“thank you” to the two of them.  Plan to attend! 

Your help is needed 
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Save the Date  Monday April 16, & Tuesday April 17, 2018   

 

      Former UCC General Minister & President,  

 John Thomas, will facilitate a Church  

 Leaders Retreat at our church.  (First 
 Congregational United Church of Christ ) 

 

    Church Ministers, lay leaders, officers,  

    delegates,  and others in our Northern  
Michigan United Church of Christ                                  

 congregations and U.N.A. Association 

are encouraged to meet from  

Noon on Monday (April 16) until after lunch on Tuesday (April17). 

The two-day retreat is free of charge with meals included. 

 

We will look at ministry in our own particular time and place through the lens of the 
Prophet Elijah narrative in three parts:   (1) On the Run: “This isn’t what I expected!” 

(2) The Tree and the cave: “Angels will feed us.” 

(3) “What are you doing here?” Setting Out and Going Back 

 

Contact Pat Leahy to register (989) 657-5749.    Call Rev. Lance with questions. 

February 4th — 

          Bill & Wendy Lewis 

February 5th —  

          Tom  & Judy Cook   

2/3    Avery Aten  

2/3    Greg Granum 

2/4    Jacquie Granum 

2/8    Jim McConnell  

2/8    Mary Minnick 

2/11  Joyce McLain 

2/12  Richard Bloom       

2/13  Becky Wells      02/23  June Perry 

2/16  Jay Kettler      02/24  Belinda Aguirre 

2/17  Bonnie Watkins      02/25  Janet Artley 

2/18  Jim Straley      02/25  Roger Snell 

2/21  Norman Cavender     02/28  Joe Beland 

2/21  Alison “Suzie” Bloom-Storey  



 

 

 

 

 Altar Flowers                                            
Nancy Wedge, Chair of Altar Guild                                                                  

Ladies Luncheon                                                                                                        
Jan Snell and Dolly Zeller 

      The  Ladies Luncheon on 
January 12th was not held due to 
inclement weather. 

      We will meet  next, on Friday,  
February 9th at 11:30 at the 
Ramada of Alpena.  

        Come join the fellowship 
and fun. 

       — Jan and Dolly 

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED!!!   
 
If you would like to purchase a bouquet, or two, of flowers for the  
altar, there is a calendar   posted on the bulletin board  outside 
the secretary’s office.  Just sign your name on the Sunday of 
your choice.  These can be in memory of a loved one, in honor 
of someone, or to celebrate something special or  “just because.”  
 

There is a set of vases in the Sacristy if you wish to use them.  
You would take the liners (in green  wooden holder) to the florist 
of your choice and place your order.  Lasting Expressions and        
Flowerland  both  deliver to the church or you may pick them up 
on Saturday and bring them to the church yourself.   
 
An estimated cost for two vases is $25.00 total, or you can take 
a personal vase and have it filled.  It is nice to have fresh flowers 
on the altar.   Please, sign up today!   
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Nineteenth Annual World Sabbath                                                                      
Marcia Aten                                                                                                    

An Interfaith Experience of Music, Dance and Prayer.  Sunday, March 11, 2018 . Service 4:00—

5:30, with and afterglow to follow.  Christ Church Cranbrook, 470 Church Rd, Bloomfield Hills, MI 

Celebrate our “children of  peace” and religious diversity of metro Detroit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 World Sabbath 

Peacemaker Awardee: 

Imam Mohamed       

Alsasmarai, Muslim  

Unity Center,      

Bloomfield Hills, MI 

                                    Call Marcia Aten (354-5874), if you are interested in attending this event. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjXsfSM1M7RAhXMylQKHejJCpQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tbcnow.org%2Fblog%2Fpost%2Fsummit-renewal-ladies-luncheon&bvm=bv.144224172,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNF2267xV_9ZcNMCBle
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                 Newsletter of First Congregational United Church of Christ of Alpena 

Phone: 989-356-1795     Fax 989-356-8825 

Web Site: http://uccalpena.org 

Email: officeuccalp@frontier.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am — 1:00 pm Monday — Thursday 

First Congregational  United Church of Christ  
201 South Second Avenue 
Alpena, MI   49707 

Sunday Worship: 10:00 am 

Underground Church: 5:00 pm  
 (resumes Feb. 11) 
 

Minister:  Rev. Dr. Paul A. Lance III 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. H. Robert Case 

Choir Director & Organist: Kat Tomaszewski 

Treasurer: Denise Fusina 

Secretary: Gerrie La Cross 

Custodian: Mike LaMarre 

2018 Ecumenical Lenten Series   

 

   The offering from the series will be split between the Salvation Army’s “Call Us for Help”, 

 the “Friendship Room” at St. Bernard’s,  and the “Wash Your Coat” program. 

So mark your calendars for the upcoming dates as we travel together with these other churches 

through Lent.  Soup Suppers begin at 6:00 p.m. followed by worship services at 7:00 p.m. 

Date Host Church Theme Preacher 

Feb 14 Grace Lutheran Ash Wednesday  Rev. Shirley Ross Jones 

Feb 21 
First Congregational 
UCC (Soup @ 6 p.m.) “Shua” A Story of Jesus  Rev. Joe Muszkiewicz 

Feb 28 St. Bernard Catholic I Am:  

 (Friendship Room)  “The Light of the World” Rev. Tom Orth 

Mar 7 St. Paul  Lutheran  “The Door of the Sheep”  Rev. Sue Platt 

Mar 14 First United Methodist “The Bread of Life”  Rev.  Bill McClure 

Mar 21 First Presbyterian “The True Vine”  Rev. Paul Lance 

Thursday, Mar 29 Trinity Episcopal “The Servant”  Rev. Karen Thompson 

A Maundy Thursday Service will also be held  at First Congregational  UCC    beginning at 6:30 p.m. 


