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Dates to Remember 

1 
Friendship Room 

 
7 

Neighbors in Need 
Collection 

 
8 

Board of Directors 
 

12 
UCC Conference 
Annual Meeting in 

Kalamazoo 
 

12 
Ladies Luncheon 

 
21 

Apple Fest with Tom 
Cook’s Cider Press 

 
21 

 Stewardship Sunday 
 

24 
Eating Outing in 

Lewiston 
 

26—27 
SERRV Bazaar 

 
  

29 
Friendship Room 

 

Autumn Reflections:    

Rev. Gene Bacon 

 Sometimes, just stepping out into the autumn air, transforms my mood 
and my world.  I feel as if I have left the ordered efficiency of the human 
world for the wholesome simplicity of God’s.  As the door closes behind me 
the cool, brisk air, the smell of freshly fallen leaves, the riotous mixture of 
reds and golds literally bombards my senses and fills my spirit.  
 
           When I think about it, however, this recurrent  autumn inspiration 
which I suspect I share with many of you, is a bit odd, perhaps even          
incongruous. For the beautiful leaves of autumn are, in fact, dying, and the 
cold, harsh winter is not far ahead. 
 
           Whence then the inspiration?  Why do these bright colors of death 
and decay gladden our hearts?  Why, we might even ask does God hide 
death behind such a pretty face? 
 
          I think the answers must be related to the hidden meaning of death.  
Autumn leaves tell us that death cannot be the dreadful, terrible thing we   
often make it out to be.  Their sunset colors, the way they let go and         
surrender themselves completely to the simple stirrings of the insubstantial 
air, their  final nestling in the earth from whence they came, all speak to us of 
a kind of death that is not ugly, but natural and gracious. The Bible speaks of 
this  simply and beautifully in the book of Ecclesiastes: “For everything there 
is a season and a time for every matter under heaven... a time to search and 
a time to give up... a time to be born and a time to die.” 
 
          How often we forget this and how important it is to remember!  For life 
is filled with occasions for letting go and dying.  When two young people get 
married they must give up or “die to” old  relationships and patterns of living, 
so that the new relationship will have room to blossom and grow.  Retirement 
means giving up habits, patterns and identifications built up over many years 
in order to take on a new post-retirement identity.  Aging itself, with its 
concomitant loss of faculties, parents, brothers, sisters and other links to 
early childhood, is another common life challenge which requires 
surrendering, letting go, and embracing new life circumstances. 
 
Continues on page 3... 
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10/1 Rev. Paul Lance    

10/1 Mike Boes   10/9 Sharyl Davis  

10/2 Sarah Becks   10/13 Ted Sherwood 

10/3 Linda Clegg   10/18 Bonnie Bartz 

10/4 Linda Christaiens  10/21 Bobbi Zubi 

10/5 Tom Cook   10/27 Marcia Aten 

10/9 Thelma Mc Donald  10/28 Nathan Barden
      

 Celebrating the Birthdays of October                                                                  

Ladies Luncheon                                                                                                        

 

The Ladies met for lunch at The Alpena Golf 
Course on   Friday September 7th.  A good time 
was had by all.  We will be meeting on Friday,   
October 12th at The 19th Hole at 
11:30 a.m. Please come join us for fun 
and  fellowship.      

 Hosted By:  

             Bev Olsen and Mary Bloom 

Anniversaries in October 

Bill & Linda Clegg          10/21     57 Years 

Richard & Mary Bloom  10/28      51 Years 

Jay & Marilyn Kettler     10/23      48 Years 

Jim & Cindy Straley      10-01      12 Years

   

        Advance Notice:   

 Fall Harvest Dinner 

Sunday, November 11, 2018,    
following the Morning Worship service.  

Turkey and dressing will be provided. Please 

see sign up sheet on the Care Letter    podium 

for other options.  

Hosted by Max & Vicky Lindsay 

 Celebrating the Birthdays of October                                                                  
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Board of Directors Meeting Highlights from September 2018                                                                                
Gerrie La Cross, Secretary 

Welcomed Rev. Gene  Bacon as intern pastor while Rev. Lance is on Sabbatical. 

Reviewed financial reports, all is in good order 

Reviewed a quote to replace the plexiglass on the church windows.  Will seek other quotes from local 

vendors. 

The nursery is in need of a good cleaning and sanitizing of the toys and tables.  Shelving should be 

secured to the walls.  Dottie Haase will organize a cleaning bee to get this done. 

Toby Jones is giving a concert here on Friday, Nov. 2. Rev. Lance requested $650 from the general 

fund to pay expenses for this event.  Permission granted. 

Review of “in house” Comstock grants to be sent to the committee. 

We approved a proposal from Spectrum to change our phone and internet from Frontier to Spectrum.  

With a cost savings of approximately $150 per month for the next two years. 

Board approved installing LED light upgrades in the downstairs hallway and Gerrie’s office.. 

Worship committee is looking into new name tags and the price of adding audio-visual into the sanctu-

ary, 

Mission committee purchased diapers for the baby kits. 

Pastor’s report included all the upcoming events for the next three months. 

Continued from page 1… 
 
          How we face these challenges, these many turning points of life, in a sense marks the            
difference between the person preparing him/herself for the Kingdom of God, and the person settling 
for the comforts of the world.  This is only common sense.  The man or woman who learns to           
surrender relationships with children, relatives, friends, and lifestyles in their proper time, is simply 
preparing him/herself for the final separation, which is death.  Those who cling desperately to their 
children, jobs, their youth, their past, will not only spoil good relationships and good memories, but will 
have great difficulty coping with death, and be unprepared for the riches of eternal life.   
 
           How sad the lone brown leaf looks on the tree in winter’s snow, for it represents a relationship 
prolonged beyond all usefulness.  How sad the woman who cannot untie the apron strings, the man 
who cannot grow old graciously, or the church which cannot move on.   
 
           Let us look to the other leaves instead.  They have lived a full life, have celebrated in flaming 
golds and fiery reds their final moments, and have graciously retired to their home in the earth.   
 
          Let us hope that we can face life’s transitions with the same graciousness.  If we can, we will not 
only give others more freedom to live fully, but will prepare ourselves for the Kingdom of God. 
 
Autumn blessings, 
 
Rev. Gene Bacon 
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“An Evening of Story & Song”  

       Friday, Nov. 2, at 7:30 pm  .   

 In our sanctuary.    Toby Jones, the minister of the UCC church in   

    Gaylord, shown here with his guitar near his                        

    home in Harbor Springs, together with his  

              talented keyboardist  Rokko & bass-guitarist/    

    drummer Joanna, will present a concert in our   

    church sanctuary, open to the public at no cost 

    on Friday, Nov. 2, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.   

 

 .  

 

      Plan to attend and please invite your  

       friends  and neighbors. 

 

 

 

Toby Jones, a minister by day and a 

rock-n-roller by night, wrote the book “The Gospel According to 

Rock” in 2007.   

 

Not only is Rev. Toby Jones a Princeton-trained theologian, but 

he’s also been performing rock music professionally for over 30 

years.  Toby is uniquely qualified to explore popular “secular” 

rock’s surprising connections with the Christian gospel. 

 

You may also enjoy his (2010) book: “The Way of Jesus: Re-

forming Spiritual Communities in a Post-Church Age.”   

 



44th ANNUAL “SERRV” BAZAAR 
  

FRIDAY, October  26th, 2-6pm & SATURDAY, October 27th, 10am-
2pm 

  Jewelry, textiles, baskets, and more! 
Musical instruments!   Toys and books!    Fair Trade coffee!   

Tea, food items, and, the ever popular, Divine Chocolate! 
 

The SERRV Bazaar has been held at First Congregational UCC of Alpena every year since 
1974!  Please continue to support the tradition of helping to improve the lives of artisans and 
their families by shopping for high-quality crafts from around the world and from underprivileged 
areas in the U.S. … as well as volunteering behind the scenes with set-up, sales, or clean-up.  
 

Spread the word, invite your friends and neighbors to attend, or volunteer to help out.   
Watch for volunteer sign-up sheets on the care letter podium and for bulletin announcements in 
October.  
   The SERRV website describes their philosophy so well….. 

 
 

This is what we believe here at SERRV. We believe artisans and farmers around the world should 
have the opportunity to break the cycle of poverty and support their families through fair payments 
and respectful relationships. Every basket, every tablecloth, every necklace we offer has a story 
behind it – of an empowered artisan or farmer who works in a safe environment, can send his or her 
children to school, and can save for the future with the reliable income he or she earns through fair 
trade.  Please visit serrv.org for more information. 

SERRV Bazaar                                                                                                            
Ann Gerow  
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Altar Flowers Apple Fest 

It’s that time again to enjoy our    

Apple Fest. Please join us after  

worship out on the front lawn  

of    the church where           

Dr. Tom Cook   will have his 

apple press set up for  a    

wonderful treat of fresh apple 

cider.  The date for this traditional event is Sunday, 

October 21, 2018.  There will be fresh donuts as well 

for all to  enjoy.  See you there!!! 

Jan Artley 

There are a number of openings to provide 

Altar Flowers over the next few months.   Stop 

by the bulletin board  outside the office and 

sign up to  provide Sunday flowers in honor or 

memory of  family, friends, or special events 

of your life.   

After signing up, it 

takes just a quick 

phone call to the  

florist of your  

choice  to place  

your order. 
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Phone: 989-356-1795     Fax 989-356-8825 

Web Site: http://uccalpena.org 

Email: officeuccalp@frontier.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am — 1:00 pm Monday — Thursday 

First Congregational  United Church of Christ  
201 South Second Avenue 
Alpena, MI   49707 

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Time: 11:00 a.m. 

 
 

Minister: Rev. Dr. Paul A. Lance III 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. H. Robert Case 

Organist/Choir Director: Kat Tomaszewski 

Treasurer: Denise Fusina 

Secretary: Gerrie La Cross 

Custodian: Mike LaMarre 

 
 

 

      Come join an evening of story and 

song with the Toby Jones Trio, on  

Friday, November 2, 2018 

@ First Congregational United Church 

of Christ 201 S. Second Ave. Alpena. 

 They will tell stories related to the 

songs they perform such as by: the 

Beatles, James Taylor, Jackson 

Browne, Bob Dylan, Don Henley, Dan       

Fogelberg, and Crosby, Stills, Nash, & 

Young 

 

Plan to attend and please invite your friends         

and neighbors 
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