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Dates to Remember 

 

 

Every Wednesday 

 4:30 Wacky Wed.  

Kid’s Fun Club 

 

11 

Ladies Luncheon  
 

6 and 13 

Blanket Sundays 
 

13 

Mother’s Day 
 

14 

Church Leaders Retreat 

(Part 1) 

Friendship Room 

Board of Directors 
 

15 

Church Leaders Retreat 

(Part 2) 
 

16 

“No Frills” Book Club 
 

21 

Our First “Dinner 6 to 8” 

in Fellowship Hall 
 

 

28 
Memorial Day 

(Office Closed) 
 

 

 When my desktop computer gums up partway through a project, it 

may require me to shut it down, wait a few moments, and then restart the 

machine.  That’s a “reboot” -- the chance for a new surge of energy 

without all the add-ons, cookies, and mixed signals I’ve been “clicking” on. 

On other occasions, it’s simply my own mistakes and muddled commands 

that slows the system down, and I need to clean things up within the 

program I’m using.  Then I hit the icon to “refresh”. 

    As you read this article, Patty and I will have begun a two-week 

vacation driving to Texas to visit friends in Dallas, Austin, and San 

Antonio.  On the return drive, we’ll explore the Nachez Trace National 

Highway, and sightsee a bit in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio.  For me, 

it’s a time to “refresh” -- to recover and rekindle the energy of ministry that 

has begun to “flag” in the midst of on-going programs here at First Church.   

 I am grateful to the Rev. Bob Case, our Pastor Emeritus, for 

stepping in both as our guest preacher on April 29 and May 6, and also for 

any necessary pastoral care during my absence.  Our church is fortunate to 

have an experienced “retiree” in our midst for times such as these.  

     For the congregation, my absence will serve as a pause to “reboot” 

our basic drive.  The on-going activities -- choir, Monday Bible Study, 

committee meetings, and worship services -- will resume upon my return, 

refreshed and renewed from my hiatus.  But some new programs will also 

be starting (see “Church Leaders’ Retreat” on page 2, “Dinners 6-to-8” on 

page 3, and “Tuesday Noon Documentaries” on page 4, as examples).   

 We will also be hosting Bill & Diane Speer at 11:00 am on Thurs., 

May 17, to show pictures and tell about their trip to Israel and Jordan; and 

a LARCC Covenant Renewal worship service on Thursday, May 31, at 

7:00 pm in our sanctuary.  It will have lots of singing and a combined choir! 

    For those of you who already do a lot for the church, please do not 

feel compelled to add anything to your already over-worked and busy 

schedule just because we are offering these new programs. Consider them 

as you would an “app” available on your Smartphone: using it only if it 

interests you. I add to the church’s weekly schedule matters that are 

important to me, but may not be relevant to you just now.  That’s OK. 

   I would ask you, however, to pray about them.  May the people who will 

benefit from such experiences attend. Thank you.        I’ll see you later!  

A Word from our Minister:   Time to “Reboot” & “Refresh”  
Rev. Dr. Paul A. Lance 
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Blanket Sunday: Mother’s Day, May 13  

On Sundays May 6 and May 13, you have the opportunity 
to give the gift of a blanket to someone in need. Church 
World Service blankets provide comfort as well as         
protection from harsh weather for refugees, the homeless, 
and victims of national disasters throughout the world. 

 

Mother’s Day Blanket Gift Cards are available to 
acknowledge your gifts.  In addition, for each $10 blanket 
purchased, you may fill out a “honor heart” with the name 
of an important woman in your life (mother, grandmother, 
wife, daughter, granddaughter, sister, …). The hearts are 
pinned on our blanket in the sanctuary. By Mother’s Day 
help us completely cover the blanket with love! 

 Happy Mother’s Day! 

CHURCH LEADERS’ RETREAT,  with Rev. Dr. John Thomas,  has been re-scheduled to 

Monday, May 14 (starting with lunch at noon) & Tuesday, May 15.  

Church Ministers... lay leaders...  officers,  delegates,  and others in our  United 

Northern Association United Church of Christ congregations are invited to meet 

from Noon on Monday (May 14) until after lunch on Tuesday (May 15).  

The two-day retreat is free of charge with meals included. 

We will look at ministry in our own particular time and place through the lens of the 

Prophet Elijah narrative in three parts:    

  (1) On the Run: “This isn’t what I expected!” 

  (2) The Tree and the cave: “Angels will feed us.” 

  (3) “What are you doing here?”: Setting Out and Going Back 

We need your RSVP by Monday, May 7 to have adequate meals.  Call Gerrie LaCross. 

Also on Sunday, June 10, 

we want to recognize and 

congratulate our High School 

and College Graduates.   

Please let the office know 

of any names of graduates and their schools 

by May 24th.   Thank  you! 

    

   We will honor those members 

   who  have been part of our 

   Congregation for 50  years 

   and longer.   

   Please join us on  Sunday, 

June 10 for the 10:00 am Worship Service and 

Fellowship Time to honor these faithful members. 



The Salvation Army Food Pantry Coordinator thanks us for our monthly  

on-going food support and reports the following shortages...  

She is in need of: Ramen noodles, or those noodle cups,  

 Rice-A-Roni – any flavor, tuna helper, hamburger helper,  

 mac & cheese, and pork and beans are also in short  supply.  

Please keep these items in mind when you do your “Feed a Family”             

grocery shopping.   Pick up a shopping list from the table in the hallway as a reminder. 

Your donations are also needed. If you wish to make a money donation, make your check payable to                 

First Congregational UCC and note Feed A Family on the memo line. Place your donation in the 

Sunday offering basket or deliver/mail it to the church office. Thanks for your continued support.   

Feed a Family                                                                                                                    
Bill Haase                                                                                                 

Ladies Luncheon                                                   

 Dolly Zeller and Jan Snell  
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Because of threatened bad weather, we postponed our 
“Friday the 13th” lunch for one week.  We gathered for 
the Ladies Luncheon at The 19th Hole on Friday,  April 
20th.  A good time was had by all attendees.  Please 
consider joining us on Friday, May 11th at 11:30 a.m. 
as we gather at the Alpena Golf Course for another fun 
filled luncheon.   

A sign up sheet is on              
the podium  in the                
hallway.                         

 
 

Beginning on Monday, May 21, we will host a series of  delicious 

catered dinners in our Fellowship Hall from 6:00—8:00 pm.    

(Future dates will be June 18, July 2, July 23, and August 6.) 

That’s one reason we call them “ six to eight”… the time  that 

you’ll need to set aside to enjoy them.   Another reason for the 

odd name is because we will have  six people at each of our 

eight round tables. 

The purpose of these five evening meals is to get to know one 

another better.     Rev. Lance will  provide an interactive  “get 

acquainted” game and a Bible story for conversation around your table.  Each Monday night meal will 

stand alone, but we encourage you to come to all five, if you can.  You’ll sit with different people each 

time.     Watch for sign up sheets on the Care Letter podium, or call Gerrie to reserve your seat. 

Sunday, May 27   10:00 AM 

Fellowship Dinners “6 to 8” — Come to a Catered Dinner on 5 Monday nights 
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Save the Date!! 
Alpena Community Ecumenical Vacation Bible School      

(ACE-VBS)  

         July 9—13, 2018 
 

VBS Day Camp delivers a fun, community-centered program fo-

cused on  sharing God’s love and forgiveness with children ages 

5—12. This year’s theme is “Beyond Belief: The Universe of God”.       

Celebrate Jesus and learn about service through games, crafts,  

music, songs, and fellowship with others. 

Our day to make lunch and bring snacks is Tuesday, July 10.  

VBS is hosted at the First United Methodist Church on Ripley St. 

Tuesday Noon Documentaries on the big TV in Fellowship Hall 

May 22: “Maybe We’re Talking About a Different God”                                                           
   Homosexuality and the Church (1995) - 28 minutes 

 In Rochester, New York, a woman with 90% support from her congregation is barred from 

serving as the Pastor of her Presbyterian Church because she is lesbian.  Her protesters argue that 

lesbianism is “contrary to God’s Word” and the natural order of male and female relationships.  This 

video presents interviews and footage of the religious  court hearings. The film offer us, regardless of 

our sexual orientation, a case study which may help liberate us from general ignorance, personal of-

fense, and some fear. One  parishioner asks: “If this woman is thoroughly decent, how is that incon-

sistent with basic Christianity?” 

May 29:   “For the Bible Tells Me So” (2007) - 98 minutes 

 Is the chasm separating Christianity from gays and lesbians too wide to cross?    Does God 

really condemn loving homosexual relationships?   Can we use the Bible as an excuse to hate our 

neighbors? These questions and more are explored through the experiences of five quite “normal” 

church-going American Christian families – including those of former House  Majority Leader Dick 

Gephardt and Episcopal Bishop Gene Robinson.   We discover how  people of faith handle the reali-

zation of having a gay child or family member. This film offers clarity and understanding, and perhaps 

some healing, for people caught in the crosshairs of Scripture and sexual identity. 

And coming in June: 

June 5:  “Out in the Silence”  Love, hate, and a quest for change in small-town America    

             (2009)  - 56 minutes 

June 19:  “Call Me Malcolm”  One man’s struggle with faith, love, and “gender identity”    

                     (2004) - 90 minutes 
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Board of Directors April 2018 Meeting Highlights                                                                                   
Gerrie La Cross, Secretary 

It was suggested that  when board members cannot be at the board meeting due to travel, that they 
could Skype into the meeting.  Rev. Lance can bring his laptop to accommodate that process. 
Rev. Lance had several prayer requests for members who are in the hospital or awaiting surgery. 
Thank you cards were read from Mary Lou Shuler and from Kathy (a person who attended the Easter 
Sunrise Service).  We received an invitation from Temple Beth-El for an open house at the newly 
remodeled Synagogue. (Sunday, May 6, from 2:00-4:00 pm.  Dottie Haase will RSVP on our behalf.) 
Financial Reports were accepted as printed. Board approved $10,000 be sent in for conference 
“OCWM” support, as budgeted for 2018.   Motion by the Board to remove Gordon Nethercut from the 
signature card at Huntington Bank.  (At his request.  Thank you, Gordon, for all your years of service.) 
Committee Reports: 
Worship Committee: Blanket Sunday will be May 13th. Pre-sales on May 6.  Sunday, April 22, Rev. 
Lance will celebrate “Earth Day” with video presentations in the church sanctuary.  Rev. Lance and 
several others voiced disappointment with the Easter flowers.  We will consider other sources for the 
best bargain, to include picking them out ourselves on the Friday or Saturday just before Easter. 
Mission Committee: We have helped several people with money from the “Human Needs” grant. 
Property Committee: Both Omega Electric and Weinkauf Heating & Plumbing have been here for 
repairs this month.  We are waiting for parts for the water fountain(s) and new LED lights for the 
Sanctuary. The handicap bathroom needs to be repainted. 
Minister’s Report: Underground Church will be on hiatus from April 15 to June 10. May 20 we were  
planning to host a LARCC Pentecost Celebration, but it’s been postponed to Thursday, May 31, at 
7:00 pm. Memorial Day service will honor those who have lost their life during war. Church Leaders 
Retreat on April 16 & 17 (postponed due to bad weather to May 14 & 15). Rev Lance leaves for 
vacation on April 22 until May 8. Rev. Case will be the guest preacher.  Tue. Sept 11 we are hosting 
the opening of “30 days of peace” with Rev. Keith Titus preaching.  Sat. Sept 15 we are hosting a 
lunch and 2:00 pm concert by the Olivet College Gospel Choir.  Rev. Lance will be on Sabbatical, 
starting Sunday, Sept. 16, until Dec. 16th.  Rev. Gene Bacon will be our minister for those three 
months.     
       Updates have been made to the church website.  Check it out at uccalpena.org. 

Let’s Celebrate May Birthdays for: 
 May 4   Sharon Rickard  May 27   Justin Grubaugh 

 May 5   John Briggs   May 29   Peggy DiNegro 

 May 5   Ann Gerow   May 30   H. Robert Case 

 May 7   Gay Fry    

 May 22   Jack Caplis  

 May 25   Phyllis Manitz 

 May 26   Mark Cousineau 

 

     

    Gene & Karen Bacon   

     May 11  —  45 Years 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjIr_zpqoDaAhUNu1MKHeJtCdUQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.outlandishobservations.com%2F2018%2F01%2Fhappy-birthday-diana-gabaldon.html&psig=AOvVaw2myYM500KU-C9DfVQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjJ4_izrIDaAhXIulMKHVOzBu8QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartpost.com%2Fanniversary-clipart_5105%2F&psig=AOvVaw3TTfpw48eQxsqRifl36iXN&ust=1521822378785763
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                 Newsletter of First Congregational United Church of Christ of Alpena 

Phone: (989) 356-1795     Fax: 989-356-8825 

Web Site: http://uccalpena.org 

Email: officeuccalp@frontier.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am — 1:00 pm Monday — Thursday 

First Congregational  United Church of Christ  
201 South Second Avenue 
Alpena, MI   49707 

Sunday Worship Service  10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Time                11:00 a.m. 

 
Minister:   Rev. Dr. Paul A. Lance III 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. H. Robert Case 

Choir Director & Organist: Kat Tomaszewski 

Treasurer: Denise Fusina 

Secretary: Gerrie La Cross 

Custodian: Mike LaMarre 

May 13 — A day to celebrate all women.   

         Thanks for all that you do to make this a better world. 
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