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Dates to Remember 

 

Every Monday  

10:00 Bible Study in the 

Conference Room 
 

Every Wednesday 

Noon “Living the 

Questions” 

 4:00 Wacky Wed.  

Kid’s Fun Club 

 

 

8 

Board of Directors 
 

12 

Ladies Luncheon  
 

14 

Blanket Sunday 

Mother’s Day 
 

15 

Friendship Room 
 

18 

No Frills Book Club 
 

19 

Toby Jones Concert 
 

20 

Toby Jones Seminar 
 

29 
Memorial Day 

(Office Closed) 

 Without a doubt, the weeks following Easter are my most difficult 
period for preaching.  We have just come through seven weeks of building 
up to the “climax” event: resurrection!   

Every Wednesday night during Lent, our church members joined 
with six other congregations to enjoy soup supper fellowship and an 
ecumenical worship service.  All sermons were leading us toward Jesus’ 
Crucifixion on Good Friday, culminating with three hours of worship 
reflecting on his “seven last words” spoken from the Cross. 

The creative brain-drain of Lent and Easter services takes its toll.     
I sit dumbly at my desk wondering where to go now.  Can I write even a 
semblance of a sermon now that we’ve crossed the threshold of Easter 
celebration? 

It’s almost as though my deep connection with Jesus during Lent -- 
as he faced Jerusalem, confronted the authorities who wanted to silence 
him and stop his movement, and proved himself faithful to the very end – 
wants to shout: “Mission accomplished!  Let’s go home!” 

Easter is the great vindication of Jesus’ ministry.  It tells his followers 
that it’s not over, not ever; not even death can keep Jesus down!  Now, as 
the Risen Christ, we have a spiritual leader who is not bound by physical 
constraints of time and place.  His vision and energy is available to every 
person who believes that Jesus’ Way is God’s Way.  Now all we have to 
do is get on with it!  “Just do it” (as Nike would say). 

And that’s my problem.  Do what, exactly? 

The rising action of Lent -- the seven weeks leading up to the Easter 
climax -- was full of growing conflict and tension.  What follows feels like a 
let-down, falling action, or (as my high school English teacher Bob Kelly 
may have said) the “denouement.”  The plot gives way to an epilogue, the 
final resolution of a series of complex occurrences.  

Is that all there is?  I feel like I need a little Draino for the braino.  
Once my thinking gets unclogged, I’m sure the Holy Spirit will again burst 
out with a glorious Pentecost revival.  But that’s still 40 days away. 

Muddle along with me, if you will, during this in-between-time as we 
let Jesus speak to us about the Kingdom of God, as we await the promised 
power which will enable us to be his witnesses. (Acts 1:3-8) 

Enjoy the Spring.  I’ll see you in Church! 

        Rev.  Paul Lance 

A Word from our Minister:    The In-between Time           
Rev. Dr. Paul A. Lance 
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Blanket Sunday:  May 14th, Mother’s  Day (also pre-sale on Sunday, May 7)                                        
Boris Gerber                                                                                             

On Sunday May 14 you will have the opportunity to give the gift of 
a blanket to someone in need.  Church World Service blankets 
provide comfort as well as protection from harsh weather for     
refugees, the homeless, and victims of national disasters through-
out the world. 

Mother’s Day Blanket Gift Cards will be available on May 7 as 
well as May 14 to acknowledge your gifts.  In addition, for each $5 
blanket purchased, you may fill out a “honor heart” with the name 
of an important woman in your life (mother, grandmother, wife, 
daughter, granddaughter, sister, or …).  The hearts will be pinned 
on our blanket in the sanctuary.   

By Mother’s Day, help us completely cover the blanket with love! 

 

 

 

We will recognize and celebrate                                                                             
those people who have been  

members for “50” years or                                                                                

more on Pentecost Sunday,                                                                                  
June 4.  Please watch your                                                                                    

mail for the invitations to this wonderful event.  We 
are so blessed to have so many faithful, faith-filled 
members who have been the stability of this church. 

On Sunday June 11
th

 we 

also want to recognize and 

congratulate our High School 

and College Graduates.  

Please let the office know 

of any names of graduates and their schools.  

   Thank  you! 

 

   “Choir Appreciation” and “Summer Singers” 
The last Sunday before our choir goes on  summer “hiatus” will be Sunday, June 
11th.  There will be extra music and a “choir appreciation” picnic following        
worship.  However, that doesn’t mean that Sunday morning choral anthems are 
done until September!  Any and all people who like to sing are invited to be part 
of our “Summer Singers”.  We will meet in Barksdale Chapel at 9:00 am on 
Sunday mornings beginning June 18th and practice for worship that day and also 
learn the next week’s song. No robes, no processional, sit in the congregation 
until it is time to sing!  If you have any questions, please talk to Kat Tomaszewski. 

Blanket the world with 
love. 

 

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE 

BLANKETS 
www.churchworldservice.org 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi846KrvLPTAhXD7YMKHUPACn0QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2FRachaelrebeckah%2Fmothers-day%2F&psig=AFQjCNECFykehss7NAvn-ccja5kQhzCXeQ&ust=14927925736726


The Salvation Army Food Pantry Coordinator thanks us for our monthly  

on-going food support and reports the following shortages...  

She is in need of: Ramen noodles, or those noodle cups,  

 Rice-A-Roni – any flavor, tuna helper, hamburger helper,  

 mac & cheese, and pork and beans are also in short  supply.  

Please keep these items in mind when you do your “Feed a Family”             

grocery shopping.   Pick up a shopping list from the bulletin board as a reminder. 

Your donations are also needed. If you wish to make a money donation, make your check payable to                 

First Congregational UCC and note Feed A Family on the memo line. Place your donation in the 

Sunday offering basket or deliver/mail it to the church office. Thanks for your continued support.   

Feed a Family                                                                                                                    
Bill Haase                                                                                                 

Ladies Luncheon                                                   

 Dolly Zeller and Jan Snell  
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We gathered for the Ladies Luncheon at The 
19th Hole on Friday,  April 14th.  A good time 
was had by all attendees.  Please consider 
joining us on Friday, May 12th at 11:30 a.m. as 
we gather at the Alpena Golf Course for another 
fun filled luncheon.   

A sign up sheet               
is on the podium                 
in the hallway.                         
 

 
 

Missed a Sunday Sermon?  You can catch up on YouTube. 

Gerrie La Cross      Great News.  You can now see and hear Rev. Lance’s sermons 

on our new You Tube page!   If you would like to listen (and watch) here is how: 

Open You Tube on your computer using the Search bar.  When You Tube opens, 

type in Alpena UCC and our page will open with  

all the sermons.  (The order is a bit random.)  

I am trying to keep up to date.  With the new high 

speed modem we had installed… I can up load the 

new sermons as I get them .  Here is one of  the 

pictures you will see when you open the page.   

So far there are 20 videos on the site.   Enjoy!   

Sunday, May 28   10:00 AM 
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Save the Date!! 
Alpena Community Ecumenical Vacation Bible School (ACE-VBS)  

  July 10—14, 2017 

 
Our summer Vacation Bible School is part of the Alpena Community Ecumenical Vacation Bible School 

(ACE-VBS). The planning committee has been hard at work since early January preparing something 

extra special for this summer!  ACE-VBS includes the following churches: First Congregational UCC, 

First United Methodist, First Presbyterian, Grace Lutheran, St. Paul Lutheran, and Trinity Episcopal. 

We will be hosting a week-long DAY CAMP, July 10-14 from 9 AM to 3 PM.  This year’s host site will 

be the First United Methodist Church.  This event is free, open to the public, for children ages 5 – 12.  

Lunch & snacks will be provided. This year’s theme is “Branching Out, Connecting Through Christ”  
 

We are in need of Adult volunteers, Teen volunteers, and a medical person for one day.  Please      

contact Beth Petty (989/ 916-6931) for additional information, or to volunteer.  Thank you. 
  

More  information will be included in the June newsletter.  For registration information and other forms 

visit our church web-site. Please invite your children, grandchildren, neighbors, &  friends to attend this 

wonderful, fun week!   Get it on your family calendar right away, before summer schedules fill up.  

“Living the Questions” (a DVD-based discussion group) 

    Every Wednesday at NOON in our Lower Level All-Purpose Room 

Bring a sack lunch to eat while we listen to a variety of speakers (such as Marcus Borg, 

John Shelby Spong, John Dominic Crossan, Amy-Jill Levine, Tex Sample, Sister Helen 

Prejean, Diana Butler Bass, and others) and     

engage in lively discussions about some of         

today’s more provocative theological topics. 

May 3 ——  An Invitation to Journey 

May 10 —  Taking the Bible Seriously 

May 17 —  Thinking Theologically 

May 24 —  Stories of Creation 

May 31 —  Lives of Jesus 

“Living the Questions” is an open-minded alternative to studies that attempt to give 

participants all the “answers”.   Seated in soft chairs in a semi-circle, participants will 

interact with each other as we listen to excellent speakers on a big-screen TV. 
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Board of Directors April 2017 Meeting Highlights                                                                                   
Gerrie La Cross, Secretary 

 Thank you card received from Dr. Gregg Resnick for the donation to Temple Beth El for building 
repairs.  Letter of thanks from Gordon Snow, public school board president, for the monies 
received for ACES programs.  Thank you received from John Ritter, Sunrise Mission for the 
donation from the Mission Committee.  Letter from Michigan Conference of UCC thanking us for 
being a faithful part of “5 for 5” with our annual contribution to OCWM. 

 Financial Report was positive and accepted as presented. 
 Mission committee decided to increase our OCWM by $500 this year per request from UCC 

Conference office.  The Board approved Marcia Aten’s request for us to be the fiscal agent for the 
group “Who is my Neighbor” for a community event to be held on Sat., June 3, at Fletcher Depot. 

 We had a broken water pump & malfunctioning boiler, but they have been repaired.  Dottie Haase 
will ask Ron Borke, as a member of the Property Committee, to take over communication with 
Weinkauf Plumbing in the future.  A new modem was installed to increase the bandwidth for the 
computers to assist in the uploading of videos of Sunday sermons now available on our You Tube 
channel. 

 The discontinuation of Reality Check Weekends was smoothly transitioned. 
 Jim & Patty McNeil have volunteered to do some maintenance to  the Peace Pole.  
 Fellowship Committee thanked Patty Lance and her team for a job well done for the Lenten Soup 

supper.  Bill & Dottie Haase are preparing lunch for the presentation of Three Billy Goats Gruff  on 
Saturday, April 15.  Jim & Patty McNeil will prepare the Easter Sunrise Brunch, and Nancy Wedge 
will prepare the pizza lunch in honor of our volunteers following worship on April 23. 

 Rev. Bob Case will be asked to fill in for Rev. Lance for the month of September when he is on 
Study Leave in Germany.  Rev. Gene Bacon will be the preacher on Labor Day Sunday, Sept. 3. 

 Rev. Lance encouraged all to attend the Earth Day celebration on Saturday, April 22. 
 ACE-VBS will be held July 10 –14. We are in need of youth leaders and one health care person. 
 Rev. Lance will be gone April 27 and May 6 & 11. He has accepted to be on the United Way 

allocation review panel (Apr. 18, 19, 20). We are planning a  concert with Toby Jones on Friday, 
May 19th and a half-day seminar on Saturday, May 20th. Next “Infinity Church” will be Sunday, 
April 30 and will continue every other Sunday, alternating with “Common House” at 6:30 pm. Rev. 
Lance hopes to get John Nethercut (from Washington DC) to give a presentation on Social Justice/
Environmental Justice some time this fall. 

Let’s Celebrate May Birthdays for: 
May 4 Peggy DiNegro  May 22  Jack Caplis 

May 4 Sharon Rickard  May 25  Phyllis Manitz 

May 5 Beverly Aikens  May 26  Mark Cousineau 

May 5 John Briggs   May 27  Justin Grubaugh 

May 5 Ann Gerow   May 29  James Standen 

May 7 Gay Fry    May 30  Robert Case 

May 11 Jody Moceri    

 



 Still Speaking 
                 Newsletter of First Congregational United Church of Christ of Alpena 

Phone: (989) 356-1795     Fax: 989-356-8825 

Web Site: http://uccalpena.org 

Email: officeuccalp@frontier.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am — 1:00 pm Monday — Thursday 

First Congregational  United Church of Christ  
201 South Second Avenue 
Alpena, MI   49707 

Sunday Worship Service  10:00 a.m. 

Underground Church          5:00 p.m. 
  

 
Minister:   Rev. Dr. Paul A. Lance III 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. H. Robert Case 

Choir Director & Organist: Kat Tomaszewski 

Treasurer: Denise Fusina 

Secretary: Gerrie La Cross 

Custodian: Mike LaMarre 

  Toby Jones, the minister of the U.C.C. church in Gaylord,        

shown here with his guitar near his home in Harbor  Springs, 
together with his talented keyboardist  Rokko  & bass-guitarist  
Joanna, will present a concert, open to the public at no cost 

on Friday, May 19 from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. in our sanctuary 

              Plan to attend  

  and please invite your friends and neighbors!  

     They will tell stories related to the songs they perform such as                                                       
 by:      the Beatles,  James Taylor,  Jackson Browne,  

  Bob Dylan,  Don Henley, Dan Fogelberg, and  

   Crosby, Stills, Nash, & Young.  

 

     Toby Jones will also lead a Saturday morning seminar on       

 May 20 (9:00 am to Noon):  “Challenges Facing 
 Christian  Churches Today”.   The first 90 minutes will 
 focus on “Understanding Islam in Relation to Christianity”  
 followed by 90 minutes about becoming a “spiritual 
 movement” based on Brian D. McLaren’s book :  “The 
     Great Spiritual Migration.” 

 Register at (989) 356-1795. 

 The public is invited.    There is no charge to attend either event.   

 Costs are underwritten by a grant from the Comstock Fund of the 

 First Congregational UCC of Alpena. 

“An Evening of Story & Song”  

    Friday, May 19, at 7:30 pm  

     @ First Congregational UCC  

  in  Alpena  


